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Healing for the Nations - 2 Kings 5 

Real Events, Fulfilled in Christ, For Us 
One of the things I love about the Bible is that even though it tells one big 

story of what God has done and is doing in the world, every part of that 

story is just full of connections to so many others. So even as it moves 

from Creation to New Creation, from Genesis to Revelation, from Begin-

ning to End, you read one passage and it reminds you of something that 

has come before it. Or it teaches you something you have learned in an-

other place.  

I heard someone say recently that the Bible is a hyperlinked book (you 

know those links…). And as you follow the links, they lead you deeper 

understanding of what is written. There is an inexhaustible richness to the 

deep interconnectedness of God’s Word. 

And of course, this is what we see Jesus doing time and time again. Per-

haps the most famous example of this is what we just read in Luke chapter 

4. In his very first sermon, he takes up the Scriptures, and he shows how 

they are connected to the things that he is doing and saying, and uses 

them to explain who he is and what he has come to do. And, one of the 

bits of the Old Testament he uses is our passage today from 2 Kings 5. 

And as he dœs this, Jesus makes two very simple points about the Old 

Testament: 

On the one hand: All of Scripture points to me and is fulfilled by me. On 

the other hand, he tells us that we really ought to learn something from it. 
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The things we read about in 2 Kings 5, of course are real events. There 

was a real man with leprosy who was really healed.  

But the real events of the OT also anticipate their ultimate fulfilment in the 

person and the work of Jesus. Naaman, one Gentile man, experienced 

the healing hand of God, and he points us forward to the healing of the 

nations through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

And so through Jesus, and because of all that he has done, the OT is not 

a mere history lesson. Passages like 2 Kings 5 are profoundly applicable 

us. They point us to the gospel, and the salvation found in Jesus. And they 

also encourage us, and warn us, as we live as God’s people, and followers 

of Jesus.  

Jesus says to the synagogue and he says to us: It’s all about me. And it is 

useful for you. 

So that’s the plan today, to see four ways this passage points us to Jesus, 

and how it useful for us, as we seek to follow him. 
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1. See the sickness in the world 
All the events of this chapter are set up as we are introduced to this man 

called Naaman in verse 1: 

Now Naaman was commander of the army of the king of Aram. He 

was a great man in the sight of his master and highly regarded, be-

cause through him the LORD had given victory to Aram. He was a 

valiant soldier, but he had leprosy. 

Here, we learn three facts about him: 

1. He is a Gentile. That is, he’s not from the people of Israel. As Jesus 

tells us in Luke 4, Naaman is a Syrian. What’s more, he is a com-

mander of the rival army of Aram. 

2. And, number 2, he is a great man. He is a man of influence, and as 

we see at the end of the chapter, he possesses great wealth. And, 

we’re told that the source of his greatness is God himself. It turns 

out that everything this gentile man owns is a generous gift from 

God.  

3. Then thirdly, we learn that Naaman is very sick. He has leprosy. And 

here’s the thing. In this situation, his power and money are of no 

help to him. This situation is totally beyond Naaman’s control. He is 

rendered helpless before his sickness.  

All things considered, Naaman the leprous gentile would have been con-

sidered an unclean outsider to the people of Isræl. No wonderJesus’ 

words in the synagogue were so utterly offensive to the people of 

Nazareth. But to us, I think Naaman is a bit of a kindred Spirit. You could 

say, I think, that there is quite a bit of Naaman in Northbridge.  
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Of course, most of us here are Gentiles, and we too also possess great 

wealth. Like Naaman, whether we recognise it or not, our wealth and our 

influence is all a generous gift from God. 

And yet even in our remarkable prosperity, we too are constantly faced 

with things beyond our control, where no amount of money can buy a so-

lution.  

And while we might be able to keep this reality at arm’s length through 

modern medicine, and careful investment, and ever-improving technolo-

gy, there is still this niggling sense in our wealthy society that things are 

not as they should be, and that we are totally helpless to do anything 

about it. And try as we might to satisfy this uneasiness with greater wealth, 

or more extravagant experiences, or by blaming a particular politician or 

a group of people out there, we simply cannot shift the sense that some-

thing is wrong. 

So we can at once be pretty much the wealthiest people the world has 

ever known, and also “gripped by a…sense that something is fundamen-

tally rotten at the heart of our society.”   1

And the Bible’s diagnosis is that there is something rotten, a sickness, not 

only at the core of our societies, but at the core of each of us. That’s why 

Jesus himself, speaks of his own mission in terms of bringing health to a 

sick world. He says in Luke 5:31, 

It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not 

come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. 

 Demos study, cited in  1

https://www.firstthings.com/article/2020/02/homesick-for-eternity
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Naaman was a leper. You and I, and all our families, friends, colleagues 

and neighbours are sinners. We are the sick who Jesus came to help. As 

one writer says,  

The vague feeling of homelessness, the queasy sense of             

dissatisfaction (that many of us feel) reflects our spiritual as well as 

our political conditions. It is the unease of children cut off from a 

Father who wants to give them everything. It must be directed not 

to any (place or thing in this world), but to our true home, our true 

inheritance, which exists above. Nothing else will satisfy a world 

homesick for eternity.  2

In our passage, Naaman himself learns that his leprosy is not his only, or 

even his greatest sickness. Eventually he realises that he has been cut off 

from the one true God of the universe. Naaman’s experience, taken up by 

Jesus as an example of God’s mercy to the nations, ought to open our 

eyes to see the true spiritual condition of the world in which we live.  

Don’t be fooled by the fancy cars, the big houses, the overseas holidays, 

the top-class education, the latest gadgets or the perfectly filtered insta-

gram page. This chapter invites us to see that the world we live in, and the 

people with whom we live, may be very very wealthy, but they are also 

very spiritually sick, and need to be made well.  

 https://www.firstthings.com/article/2020/02/homesick-for-eternity2
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2. Seek the healing of Jesus 
Of course, this is a story of healing, as Naaman seeks and finds healing 

from God. But Naaman’s whole encounter with Elisha is nothing like what 

he was expecting. There are three ways in particular that Naaman’s expec-

tations are completely flipped around. 

1. Naaman obviously expected that his high position warranted the 

special attention of the prophet. But it didn’t at all. Elisha doesn’t 

roll out the red carpet he simply sends a messenger to tell him 

what he must do. You suspect that Elisha gives Naaman the exact 

same advice he would give to any leper who came to his door. 

Naaman is a man who is used to calling the shots, but this healing 

will happen on God’s terms, and not his. 

2. Naaman is expecting a grand and public display of prophetic 

power. But that’s not at all what he gets. In fact he leaves in out-

rage, because Elisha directs him to perform a quiet and private act 

of faith. Naaman expected to have to perform some great thing, 

but as his servants correctly hear, the simple instruction is wash and 

be clean. And Naaman’s simple obedience of faith, however reluc-

tant, is enough. He is healed, just as Elisha has spoken. 

3. Then thirdly, Naaman, having been healed, expects that he should 

pay a great price in exchange for the healing he has received. But 

he doesn’t! Elisha refuses to receive any payment from Naaman. 

This healing that Naaman has received is a gift. In fact, he leaves 

with far more that just a healing! He leaves with new knowledge of 

the one true God, a new faith, a new desire to worship the God 

who has healed him, and Elisha’s assurance of forgiveness and 

peace. 
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Naaman thought that he had somehow earned God’s favour. But he 

hadn’t. 

He thought he would witness, or would have to perform, something spec-

tacular. But he didn’t. 

He thought he could pay a great sum in return for healing from God. How 

could he ever pay for the blessings he had received! 

Naaman encountered a God who was unlike any he could ever have 

imagined. He had experienced the sheer, unmerited, mercy and kindness 

of the one true God of the universe. Naaman was a recipient of GRACE. 

And, I think this is the main point that Jesus is making when he refers back 

to this story in the Luke 4. It’s as if Jesus is saying: 

The good news I proclaim is not for the powerful, the prosperous, the 

prestigious or those of the right pedigree. The favour of God cannot be 

bought, nor can it be earned. God’s mercy is freely offered to all, and is 

simply received by faith. In me, Jesus says, there is healing for the nations, 

to anyone who humbly hears my words and puts them into practice. 

Like 2 Kings 5, Jesus flips everything on its head. Those who feel near to 

God are faced with the warning that they could miss out on his mercy if 

they don’t listen to him. And those who feel far from God have the possi-

bility of receiving God’s wonderful mercy and being welcomed into his 

family. 

Naaman experienced such mercy, and his healing and transformation is a 

little foretaste of the spread of the gospel to the very ends of the earth, 

even to us here in Sydney. 
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And so can I say to you today, like Naaman’s servants said to him, if you 

have not received the healing that Jesus freely offers to you; If you have 

not put your trust in him, and in what he has done for you, please please 

listen to him. 

Yes, the good news that he proclaims is confronting and challenging! 

Naaman and the Nazareth synagogue were not the first to be infuriated 

and outraged by the stunning mercy of God.  

For if you think the life you have lived, or the position you hold, or the 

wealth you possess will earn you any favour before God, then it dœsn’t! In 

a world where everything is determined by our own merit and might, this 

flips everything upside down. 

But for those with ears to hear it is the most wonderful news in the world! 

For God dœs not demand that you do some great thing, nor dœs he ex-

pect you to pay some extravagant price! 

God offers you his sheer unmerited mercy and kindness. In Christ he of-

fers you the free gift of his grace. He simply tells you “Wash and be 

cleansed.” In chapter 3 of the book of Titus, we are told this good news: 

But when the kindness and love of God our Saviour appeared, he 

saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but be-

cause of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and 

renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously 

through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

This is the healing that is offered to you, will you receive it in faith? If you 

do, please come and talk to me, or to Simon or Kath, or just grab some-

one near you over morning tea/supper, they would love to point you to 

Jesus.  
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Now if you have already put your trust in Christ, then this passage is so 

useful for us in reminding us of the wonderful grace we have received. It 

invites us to marvel at the kindness and love that God has shown to us in 

Christ. Many of us Gentiles like Naaman, all of us healed and restored, 

washed clean by the blood of Jesus.  

Amazing Grace indeed, that saved a wretch like me.  

But I want to finish today by considering that this passage is also useful to 

us as we seek to share the good news of Jesus with the world around us. 

As we see the sickness in the world around us, this passage offers us an 

encouragement and a warning.  

Point others to the hope of healing 
So first, the encouragement is this: you are not meant to be Elisha in this 

passage. What I mean is this: you are not the person who is responsible 

for saving or healing your unbelieving family and friends. Because news 

flash: you can’t do that! Your job is to simply point them to someone else 

who can.  

As I’ve been reflecting on this passage, I think it’s the biggest barrier that 

stops me from being more adventurous in sharing the gospel with others. 

I think I burden myself with this expectation that I must give the perfect 

gospel presentation, be the perfect witness, make every perfect argu-

ment, otherwise how could people ever be saved? And it’s paralysing! 

What hope do I have of doing what only God could do.  
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We actually see this very thing in 2 Kings. Did you notice what the king 

said to Naaman when he showed up looking for healing. Have a look in 

verse 7: 

 As soon as the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his robes and 

said, “Am I God? Can I kill and bring back to life? Why does this fel-

low send someone to me to be cured of his leprosy? 

Confronted with something he cannot do, the king is totally over-

whelmed, and quite frankly useless! 

But there is another way. And it is not reserved for the strong or the pow-

erful or the rich or the impressive, or the extroverted and quick-witted. We 

see it in 2 Kings 5 through the example of the lowly servants. Remember 

the Isrælite slave who tells Naaman’s wife where he should go to be 

healed? Remember Naaman’s servants who encouraged him to listen to 

the prophet and do what he said? 

This is the work of evangelism, to humbly point others to hope of healing 

that we have found in Jesus. To tell people: I know a guy, you really should 

listen to him! 

And as I’ve been thinking about that this week I’ve actually been excited 

to have opportunities to point people to Jesus. Because that is something 

I can do. It’s not about presenting a perfectly crafted intellectual argu-

ment. It’s about telling people that we know someone who is incredibly 

powerful, and wonderfully loving, and he freely offers salvation to all who 

seek him.  
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In fact, just on Friday after youth group I was talking to one of the Dads 

about how his daughter loves how she can come to ALIVE and just be 

herself, and everyone is welcome to come and have a good time. And he 

said, “I don’t know what you’re doing, but keep doing it.” 

I hesitated a bit but with this passage ringing in my mind I told him that 

it’s because of the gospel, that we know we’re all made by God and loved 

by him and we’ve all been forgiven so we can’t and don’t need to make 

ourselves look better than others.  

I wish I had have said that it’s because we know Jesus and we trust him 

and we listen to him. But it was a start! Probably the best gospel conversa-

tion I’ve had on a Friday night in a couple of years. And so I’m praying that 

this year I will take opportunities to tell people I know a guy called Jesus, 

and if they only listened to him they would be healed and made clean. 

This passage gives us an encouragement to point others to the hope of 

healing we have found in Jesus.  
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Beware the seduction of wealth 
Then finally, this passage also gives us a warning. And the warning is to 

beware the seduction of wealth. It’s clear at the end of the passage in the 

actions of Elisha’s servant Gehazi isn’t it? There’s a very subtle but telling 

detail in what Gehazi says as Naaman has left with all his riches.  

Elisha has just dismissed Naaman’s offer of a payment in verse 16: 

The prophet answered “As surely as the Lord lives, whom I serve, I 

will not accept a thing.” 

But listen to what Gehazi says to himself in verse 19: 

My master was too easy on Naaman, this Aramaean by not accept-

ing from him what he brought. As surely as the Lord lives…I will run 

after him and get something from him. 

Elisha made it very clear that he served God alone. Gehazi says no such 

thing, for he has now given his service to something else. This is a lived 

example of Jesus’ warning that  

No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and 

love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the 

other. You cannot serve both God and money. 

And Gehazi chooses a horrible master. The seduction of wealth leads him 

down the road of devious deception. He lies to Naaman to get what he 

wants, he lies to Elisha to cover up his sin. And in the end, his desire for 

worldly gain brings God’s judgement upon himself.  
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The final verse of the passage sounds a very sombre note: 

Then Gehazi went from Elisha’s presence and his skin was leprous—

it had become as white as snow. 

And I think we of all people need this warning. For the wealth that we 

have and that we see in the lives of our neighbours, and that is sold to us 

in every ad, and every movie, and every tv show and on every bus stop 

and in every catalogue is seductive. Like the Psalmist in Psalm 73, we can 

easily envy the wealth of others, and the apparent ease that it gives to 

their life.  

But money is a terrible and fickle master, it is as Paul says in 1 Timothy 6 

the root of all kinds of evil. Some people, he says, eager for money, have 

wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. That 

was certainly the case for Gehazi wasn’t it. And it will be for us too.  

Brothers and sisters, we need to see that the world around us, despite all 

its great wealth, suffers from terrible spiritual sickness. The world around 

us desperately needs what we have already been given in Jesus. So let us 

serve him, for as we have been reminded again today, Jesus is a generous 

and gracious master, who has given us new life, and reconciled us to our 

Father in heaven. And then let us point our neighbours to the far greater 

wealth that we have in him, and the hope of healing for all who humbly 

seek the Lord.  
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As Paul concludes in writing to his young brother Timothy, let us conclude 

today: 

Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arro-

gant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to 

put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for 

our enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be rich in good 

deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. In this way they 

will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the com-

ing age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life. 

(1 Timothy 6:17-19)
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