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PRAY. 

 

Intro: Genuine and Fake 

I wonder how good you are at spotting the difference between something that is genuine and 

something that is fake? 

 

Sometimes it can be easy. A few years ago I was in Bali, a shop that I went to tried to sell me an 

Australian soccer team jersey. But the shade of yellow so much brighter than a genuine 

Australian team jersey, and on the back of the jersey they had completely misspelt the name of 

one of the players. That one was easy to spot. 

 

But sometimes it’s not so easy. You may have had the misfortune of going online and finding 

some highly sought after tickets to a concert or a sporting event. But once you’ve bought the 

tickets you discover that you’ve been scammed and sold a fake ticket. Sometimes it’s not easy to 

spot the difference between something that is genuine and something that is fake. 

 

And this question of whether something is authentic or not is important when it comes to our 

faith. We need to know that what we believe is true and authentic, and not a lie or a cheap 

imitation. Recently there has been a lot of talk about a documentary film on Netflix called 

American Gospel. This film looks at Christianity in America and shows the difference between 

authentic biblical Christianity and other forms of Christianity which while appearing more 

popular are in fact a distortion of the gospel. The beauty of this film is that it clearly shows this 

difference so you can be left in no doubt.  

 

In our passage, here in 2 Corinthians, Paul wants to show that his gospel message and his gospel 

ministry is true and authentic. And because his message and ministry is authentic, then the 

Corinthians can be proud of him and his message instead of being ashamed. 

Verse 12 in our passage captures this. Paul says there: 

12 We are not trying to commend ourselves to you again, but are giving you an opportunity to 

take pride in us, so that you can answer those who take pride in what is seen rather than in what 

is in the heart. 

 



2 Cor. 5:11-6:2 – Authentic Christian Ministry 

 
2

You see, while Paul might not look impressive on the outside, what matters is his heart. His heart 

has been transformed and his ministry is driven by the gospel, even if it leads to some people 

saying that Paul is “out of his mind” in verse 13. 

Now Paul doesn’t tell us who these other people are here in verse 12. But we get some clues 

elsewhere in this letter that these people have caused the Corinthians to question Paul’s 

credentials because externally he doesn’t look all that impressive. You could sum up these people 

as those who walk by sight and not by faith. 

 

And so Paul responds by opening his heart and showing the Corinthians the authentic gospel 

message that he is convicted by and the authentic gospel ministry that flows from this. So we’re 

going to look at this passage under those 2 headings there on your outline: firstly, The Character 

of true Christianity, and then secondly, The Character of True Christian Ministry.  

 

The Character of True Christianity 

So firstly, Paul shows us the character of true Christianity. And as a preliminary comment, this 

passage is a goldmine full of so many gospel riches. As I’ve spent this week reading and 

preparing from this passage, this is one of those purple passages with so many gospel truths 

crammed into a handful of verses. So I’m sorry if today it feels like we’re only dipping-in ever so 

briefly to the many rich truths in this passage. 

 

- Fearing the Lord (v11) 

So, what is the character of true and authentic Christianity? 

Well we see there in verse 11 that true Christianity is characterised by a fear of the Lord. It says 

there: 

11 Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade others. 

 

Paul fears the Lord and that leads him to action. Because of the reverence He has for Jesus and 

the fact that Jesus is the judge, it leads him to persuade others of this. 

A few weeks ago back in verse 10 we saw the sobering truth that “everyone must appear before 

the judgment seat of Christ”. And so the right response is to fear the Lord Jesus – to trust Him to 

be in awe of Him as the judge of the universe. That’s the appropriate way to respond to Jesus – 

the judge to whom everyone is accountable.  

 

So that leads Paul to persuade others. Because Jesus is the judge, then that drives Paul to tell 

others about him and persuade them of their need to be right with Jesus. 



2 Cor. 5:11-6:2 – Authentic Christian Ministry 

 
3

True Christianity and a true Christian is someone that fears the Lord – someone who recognises 

their right place before God, and that His son Jesus is the judge.  

 

- Gripped by Christ's Love (v14-15) 

Well as Paul keeps opening his heart to the Corinthians, he also shows us that true Christianity is 

characterised by Christ’s love. That a Christian is someone who is gripped by Christ’s love as 

seen at the cross. Have a look from verse 14, Paul says: 

 

14 For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all 

died. 15 And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him 

who died for them and was raised again. 

 

The gospel logic from Paul is quite clear in these verses. He is driven by Christ’s love. He is 

compelled, or more literally he is controlled by Christ’s love. He has been gripped by Christ’s 

love. 

And so, what is the nature of this love?  

Well it’s seen through Jesus’ death on the cross. A death where Jesus died for all. A sacrificial 

death on behalf of others. A death for the sins of the world.  

And the implication of this is that because Christ died for all, then those who have life through 

his death and resurrection, now live for him. He is their Lord and Saviour and King.  

 

So as Paul is writing this to the Corinthians, he wants them to know that his ministry to them is 

driven by Christ’s love. Paul has had Christ’s love poured into his heart. And this could be seen 

in his life and ministry. Paul is a model of this Christ-like sacrificial love. When he received 

Christ’s love he no longer lived for himself but for the Lord Jesus and the advancement of the 

gospel. At great cost, he put the salvation of others ahead of his own needs. Paul was truly 

gripped by Christ’s love. And that’s what he wants the Corinthians to see! 

 

So it’s also appropriate for us to ask: are we compelled by Christ’s love? Does Christ’s love drive 

us as Christians? Because it should! We love others because Christ first loved us. That’s what 

Christians are motivated by: Christ’s sacrificial love on the cross. 

 

That’s why one of our Marks of St Marks is that we want to be marked by ‘A Sacrificial Care For 

One Another’. Or in the language of this passage, we want Christ’s love compel us in the way we 

look out for each other.  
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And haven’t these past few months been a great opportunity to put that Christ-like love into 

action. Since we no longer live for ourselves, we haven’t hoarded toilet paper. Since we no longer 

live for ourselves then we’ve made the effort to check in with our brothers and sisters and see 

how they’re going. Since we no longer live for ourselves then we’ve faithfully upheld one 

another in prayer. Since we no longer live for ourselves then we’ve been patient around the home 

during a season of home-schooling. 

 

You see, all of these things are driven by Christ’s love. We no longer live for our own 

advancement, but for the Lord Jesus and his kingdom.  

 

Christ’s love characterises true and authentic Christianity. 

 

- A Changed Perspective and Reality (v16-17) 

And true Christianity also brings a changed perspective and reality. Christians see things 

differently and have a dramatic change in their status. 

 

Seeing things spiritually 

Because of Christ’s love as seen on the cross, then it brings about a change in how we see things. 

Paul says there in verse 16 that he now:  

… regards no one from a worldly point of view.  

Having had the light of the gospel shone into his heart he sees things differently. He now sees 

that every person can have life through Christ’s death. With his gospel glasses on, Paul can see 

that no longer is Jesus just a man on the cross. But by the work of the Spirit we see that He is the 

saviour of the world. Picking up on the language that Paul uses in 1 Corinthians, when looking at 

things from a fleshly and worldly perspective, the cross looks incredibly foolish. But by the 

power of the Spirit we see that it is the wisdom of God in saving the world and bringing about the 

creation of a new humanity. 

 

New creation 

And Paul goes on to outline the changed status for those who put their trust in Jesus. He says 

there in verse 17: 

17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is 

here! 

 



2 Cor. 5:11-6:2 – Authentic Christian Ministry 

 
5

This is astounding. As people put their trust in Jesus, they are described as becoming a new 

creation. Not a renovated or improved version, but a new creation. 

If you’re into those reality TV shows like The Block you’ll know that they often just provide a 

renovation or a modification to a room or a house. Sure, they might knock down some walls, but 

you never see them completely flatten the whole apartment block and build it from the ground up 

brand new. 

For those who are in Christ – who have put their trust in Jesus – they are a new creation. 

The God who spoke creation into existence by His powerful word has spoken the word of the 

gospel into dark hearts and brought people to life. So if you have put your trust in Jesus then you 

are a new creation. You have been born again and have new life. 

 

Reconciled 

And if you’ve been born again – if you are in Christ – then you’ve been reconciled. Paul 

emphasises this point from verses 18 to 20. He wants to be clear that true Christianity is 

characterised by reconciliation. And that’s what makes the gospel good news, we see that through 

Christ people are reconciled to God and there is no more hostility. From the day when humanity 

first rebelled against God and broke their relationship with Him, God has been on a mission to 

reconcile humanity to Himself.  

 

When Jesus was on earth he gave a foretaste of this reconciliation in that powerful story about the 

prodigal son. It was a foretaste because it was only at the cross when Jesus died and rose again 

that humanity became truly reconciled to God. His death on the cross was God’s work in 

reconciling sinful humans back into a right relationship with Him. 

 

Forgiven 

And what makes this reconciliation possible is that sins are forgiven. Follow what Paul is saying 

in verse 19: 

19 that as God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, he was not counting people’s sins 

against them. 

 

We now have forgiveness of our sins through the death of Jesus. My sins and your sins are 

forgiven through the death of Jesus – that’s what makes his work on the cross so precious. It is 

there that our sins are forgiven. Our sin has been paid for by the blood of Jesus. That therefore is 

now no condemnation for those in Christ Jesus. He no longer counts our sins against us. That is 

true reconciliation. 
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You see, reconciliation is at the heart of the gospel. It is at the heart of the Christian message. 

True Christianity is about being reconciled with the God of the universe. And this is possible 

through Jesus. As Paul says there in verse 18, it’s all from God. He is the one who makes this 

possible. 

 

 

The Character of True Christian Ministry 

- God's Work (v18) 

- Reconciliation (v18-19) 

 

And friends, as amazing as that is, there’s still more.  

While God reconciles us in Christ, he so graciously involves us humans in reconciling others to 

Himself! 

That’s the staggering part of what Paul goes on to say here in the last few verses of this passage. 

That true Christian ministry is seen in the way God reconciles people to himself. And once you 

are reconciled to God, he enlists you to serve as an agent to help reconcile others to God. In 

verses 18 and 19 we see this laid out twice: 

18 That God… reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 

19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against 

them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 

 

So if you have been reconciled to God through Christ, then you are an agent for reconciliation as 

you go out with the message of reconciliation.  

And for Paul that was his mission. Having been reconciled to God, and being compelled by 

Christ’s love in bringing forgiveness, he wants to see others reconciled to God by hearing this 

message. That’s what his ministry is about. That’s what true Christian ministry is about: seeing 

others reconciled to God. 

While others may look more impressive on the outside, this conviction is what matters and Paul 

wants the Corinthians to know this. 

 

Now as we finish looking at this passage, there are two more things to point out. And these two 

things are two clear implications that are especially directed at two groups of people who are 

tuning in today. It’s fair to say that for those of you tuning in you fall into one of two groups: 

you’re either someone who already follows Jesus, or you’re someone who doesn’t follow Jesus.  

And the end of our passage has something to say to you – whichever camp you fall into. 
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- The Message and the Messengers (v19-21) 

 

So firstly, brothers and sisters who already follow Jesus: God has graciously called you to be a 

minister of reconciliation. God has given you a very important role. You are Christ’s ambassador, 

as we see in verse 20. That’s right, you represent Christ and God is making his appeal through 

you! As someone who has been reconciled to God, you hold out the message of reconciliation to 

others and appeal to them to be reconciled to God. 

As Christians, we are all ambassadors of Christ. We represent the king. 

So if you have a business card, then why don’t you take one out. Grab a pen and cross out your 

title or role: CEO, director, manager, partner, consultant, student minister. 

And under your name write ‘Ambassador of Jesus’. 

See, that is the role and title that ultimately matters. It’s the role that God has given you wherever 

you find yourself. 

When you go into the office, or log-in to work as it is these days, you are an ambassador of 

Christ. When you join your next Zoom call, you are an ambassador of Christ. When you walk 

through the school gate tomorrow morning, you are an ambassador of Christ. When you’re down 

at the plaza doing your shopping, you are an ambassador of Christ. 

Wherever you are, you represent the Lord Jesus. Someone in my home group this week helpfully 

pointed out that an ambassador is posted away from their home land. And that is no different for 

us as Christ’s ambassadors. We are away from him as we live in this world. 

 

I don’t know about you, but I find being Christ’s ambassador both exciting, and yet humbling and 

daunting at the same time. It’s exciting and a real privilege because God has included us as his 

people in a global humanitarian project that far eclipses anything else: the reconciliation of a lost 

world to a God who loves them in Christ. We get to share the joy of heaven as lost sinners are 

reconciled. We get to represent the king of the universe. 

But at the same time being an ambassador of Christ is also incredibly humbling and daunting. 

Representing Jesus is such a weighty task and responsibility that we are just not worthy for. What 

we are doing carries so much weight. 

 

And yet God equips us for this office. He gives us the message of reconciliation in Christ. What 

is this message? It’s there at the end of verse 20: 

Be reconciled to God.  

And if we’re asked how that’s possible, then verse 21: 
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21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God. 

This is a reminder that we don’t reconcile people to God, but we point to the one who does. It’s 

through Jesus and his work on the cross that brings reconciliation. 

So we don’t make the message up or distort it in any way. It is only Christ who will reconcile 

people to God. If we offer anything else, then it’s not authentic. It’s not true. And it will not 

ultimately reconcile people to God. As Christ’s ambassadors we have been given the message of 

reconciliation. 

 

Back when I was in youth group, every couple of weeks we had a segment where we would share 

about how we were telling others about Jesus. One week a friend of mine who was also in year 7 

shared that he and some other Christian friends at their school decided to start a Christian group. 

They arrived at high school and saw that there was no Christian group. So they started one. These 

guys were in Year 7! They were the small fish in the pond. But they wanted their friends to hear 

about Jesus. And you know what they called their group? Ambassadors For Jesus. They got it. 

They were compelled by Christ’s love and for people in their high school to be reconciled to 

God. 

 

So if you are a follower of Jesus you have been given the privilege of being his ambassador. 

 

- An Urgent Appeal (6:1-2) 

 

And secondly, if you are a not a follower of Jesus, then as an ambassador of Christ I appeal to 

you to be reconciled to God.  

In sending Jesus, God wants all people to be reconciled to himself. Through Christ’s loving 

sacrifice – through his death – he has taken away your sins and you can be forgiven. 

So I want to urge you not to put off trusting in Jesus any longer. 

The last verse in our passage is quite clear about this. In verse 2 of chapter 6 it says: 

now is the time of God’s favour, now is the day of salvation. 

 

Now is the time to be reconciled to God. 

So wherever you are today, if you want to be reconciled to God then you can. You don’t need to 

be in a church building to be right with God, you can come to God wherever you’re at – quite 

literally. And you can be reconciled to God. 



2 Cor. 5:11-6:2 – Authentic Christian Ministry 

 
9

This means that you trust in his son Jesus and that he has forgiven you. It means that you no 

longer live for yourself but for him as the king. 

So if that is something you want to do, then I’m about to pray a short prayer as I finish. And this 

prayer asks God to be reconciled with Him through His Son Jesus. If that is something you want 

then you can pray these words with me and say Amen at the end. 

 

So let’s pray. 

 

Prayer of Commitment 

Dear God,  

Thank you that you love me and are so kind to me when I don’t deserve it. 

I am sorry for living for myself and not for you. 

Thank you that you sent Jesus to die for my sins. Thank you that through Jesus I have been 

forgiven and brought into your family.  

Please help me to trust in Jesus and no longer live for myself but for Him. 

Amen. 

 


