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Always Remember to Never Forget 

2 Kings 21 

I’ve found myself in several conversations about baby names recently 
— NO. Not because Issy and I are trying to choose baby names! New 
babies and their new names make for interesting enough 
conversation, especially when their name is particularly cute, or (how 
do you put it) if their name is interesting.  

Now, it would be fair to say I think, that the main consideration when 
we are giving a baby a name today is how it sounds. Everyone is 
aiming for something not too boring, and not too weird, and so 
everyone ends up with the same names anyway! But of course that’s 
not always the case. Some names come loaded with deep family 
significance; or a meaning that taps into the joy of their birth, or 
aspirations for their life. 

For ancient Isrælites, names were far more likely to be imbued with this 
sort of profound meaning. And so it is with Manasseh, the King we 
meet and will focus on today from 2 Kings 21. 

In Hebrew, the name Manasseh means something like: he who brings 
about forgetfulness. And it is a name with rich history. Manasseh was 
the name of one of the tribes of Isræl, named after one of Joseph’s 
sons born in Egypt. In Genesis 41:51 we read: “Joseph named his 
firstborn Manasseh and said, “It is because God has made me forget 
all my trouble and all my father’s household.” 

And so you can see something of Hezekiah’s hopes as he names his 
son and heir. After all the troubles that we heard about in the last 
couple of weeks — the harrowing Assyrian siege, and his own life-
threatening sickness — Hezekiah, like Joseph before him, desires for his 
son to be a King who will cause his people to forget all their trouble.  
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In light of 2 Kings 21, however, the name Manasseh is robbed of all 
holy aspiration, and is filled with the most haunting irony. For 
Manasseh dœs not lead his people to forget their troubles. Rather, he 
leads them to forget their God. Manasseh really is the King who brings 
about forgetfulness, and in the end he brings about God’s final Word 
of judgement upon Judah. 

Manasseh’s story stands before us as a striking picture of the fruit of 
forgetfulness. By His Spirit, God has caused this to be written down for 
us that we would see what happens when we forget him, when we fail 
to remember the sure promises of his Word. And so it echœs down 
throughout the history of the the church as a call to remember. To 
always remember to never forget.  
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The fruit of forgetfulness 

1. Forgetfulness leads to compromise 
So what is the fruit of forgetfulness? Well, in the first instance, 
forgetfulness leads to compromise. Let’s look back again from the 
beginning of 2 Kings 2 1: 

1 Manasseh was twelve years old when he became king, and he 

reigned in Jerusalem fifty-five years. His mother’s name was 

Hephzibah. 2 He did evil in the eyes of the LORD, following the 

detestable practices of the nations the LORD had driven out 

before the Isrælites. 3 He rebuilt the high places his father 

Hezekiah had destroyed; he also erected altars to Baal and made 

an Asherah pole, as Ahab king of Isræl had done. He bowed 

down to all the starry hosts and worshiped them. 4 He built altars 

in the temple of the LORD, of which the LORD had said, “In 

Jerusalem I will put my Name.” 

See, there’s the promise. God had spoken of a particular place, about a 
particular identity. In Jerusalem I will put my Name. But forgetting this 
promise, we see Manasseh compromising in both these ways. 

First there is the compromise of place as we hear once again about the 
high places. The high places were a funny old thing. For they were not 
really full-blown idolatry. At least not initially. You would go to a high 
place to worship the God of the Bible. But the high places offered 
worship on your own terms. By taking worship out of the temple in 
Jerusalem to a place a little closer to home it became a worship 
governed more by convenience and comfort than by the certain 
promises of God. And so it is little surprise that the high places always 
seem to stand as a gateway to far more drastic compromise. 
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And so it is Manasseh’s case. Having compromised on place, he now 
compromises on the very identity of God. He bows down to the starry 
hosts. He builds an altar to Baal. He erects an Asherah pole 
representing the Canaanite fertility cult.  

Do you notice the creeping spread of compromise. First, true worship 
is removed from the centre of Judah’s life with the high places. Then 
false worship rushes in and takes its place as altars of idols are set up 
in the temple. 

God had revealed his personal Name to his people. He had entered 
into a covenant with them that he might really be present with them, 
and they might relate personally with him. But Manasseh abandons the 
closeness of such a God for something more distant. 

For he could worship the starry hosts and feel awe and wonder without 
whether the stars would talk back to him.  

He could bow down Baal, which literally means master, a God of 
powerful brutality who would not challenge but endorse Manasseh’s 
own lust for power.  

He could come to the fertility goddess Asherah to receive abundance 
and plenty, without bothering with all the inconvenience of a real 
relationship. 

This is how idolatry works. It claims to offer all the meaning, purpose, 
community, and ritual of religion, without ceding any control to a God 
with audacity to speak to us.  1

And so you can see how this is not an ancient problem. Our human 
hearts are fundamentally the same as Manasseh’s. Naturally we are so 

 Tara Isabella Burton, Strange Rites, 1
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governed by our own convenience, and comfort, and the desire for 
control, that we quickly compromise on what God has revealed to us. 

God has spoken to us in his Son, and he still speaks in his Word. But 
when we forget we compromise.  

You can see this in the cultural amnesia of the West. In cutting 
ourselves loose from the moorings of the gospel everyone is seeking 
to create their own meaning and purpose, to find community and ritual 
in everything from their careers to crossfit. From politics to products. 
From the occult to oat milk.  

But as we need to keep reminding ourselves, we see this compromise 
in the church as well. It’s so easy to shrink the gospel down to 
something more manageable, and less demanding. Russell Moore 
says:  

Like the Canaanites looking to fertility religions promising rain for 

for the fields and fertility for the wombs, I sometimes want a 

gospel just natural enough to let me run my own life but just 

supernatural enough to give me what I need to get there.  2

2. Forgetfulness leads to confusion and chaos 
This is what idols always claim to give us. And what they never — never 
— deliver. For what we see in the rest of 2 Kings 21 is not a kingdom of 
peace and joy and freedom, but a kingdom mired in confusion and 
chaos. 

Look again from verse 5: 

In the two courts of the temple of the LORD, he built altars to all 

the starry hosts. He sacrificed his own son in the fire, practiced 

 Russell Moore, A Storm Tossed Family, 482
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divination, sought omens, and consulted mediums and spiritists. 

He did much evil in the eyes of the LORD, arousing his anger. 

Manasseh’s idols don’t speak. 

And so without a loving word of assurance he is driven to the 
desperate measure of sacrificing his own son to appease his mute 
idols. 

Without a clear word of guidance he is consumed by a frenzied search 
for wisdom. He consults mediums, spiritists, looking for omens and 
signs that are no doubt costly and conflicting.  

And without a transcendent word of Law, Manasseh’s kingdom is filled 
with blood from end to end as we read in verse 16. 

And verse 16 tells us that not only did Manasseh sin, but he led the 
people of Judah into sin. In fact, Manasseh is the first southern King 
who “causes Judah to commit” such sin. This is a new low.  

When King Forgetful sits on the throne, confusion and chaos reign.  

3. Forgetfulness leads to condemnation 
And then thirdly, forgetfulness leads to condemnation. King 
Manasseh is not only a new low, he is the final straw: Finally, after 
hundreds of years disobedience and idolatry God passes judgement 
on the people of Judah.  

From verse 10: 

The LORD said through his servants the prophets: “Manasseh 

king of Judah has committed these detestable sins. He has done 

more evil than the Amorites who preceded him and has led 

Judah into sin with his idols. Therefore this is what the LORD, the 

God of Isræl, says: I am going to bring such disaster on 
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Jerusalem and Judah that the ears of everyone who hears of it 

will tingle. 

That’s quite a phrase isn’t it. As one commentator says.  

Led by King Forgetful, Isræl forgets its lord and husband, and so 

he plans to send a message it will never forget. 

And as the prophets continue we get a sense of exactly what this 
message of disaster means.  

God’s people are punished for their sin. The measuring line of God’s 
judgement is stretched out over them.  

And this punishment is also a cleansing. Jerusalem, the place of God’s 
name, will be wiped clean of sin like a dirty dish is wiped clean of 
crusted on cereal.  

And this punishment is also a handing over. We’ve read over the last 
few months of Isræl’s constant forsaking of God; of how they have 
become more and more like the nations around them; of how they 
have torn apart the temple to give gold and silver to the powerful 
Assyrians. And now God pretty much says: “OK. You can have what you 
want. I will leave you alone. You will be swallowed up the nations 
around you. Everything you have will be taken away.” 

God’s punishment is the vindication of God’s name — and the 
vindication of Isræl’s decision to live without him. And the root of it all 
is forgetfulness. 

Each time the Bible says that Judah is condemned to to exile 

because of Manasseh, the original readers would have 

recognised they are condemned because of forgetfulness: 

 - forgetfulness seduced them to do evil (21:9) 

- because of forgetfulness the land became full of innocent 
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blood. (21:16) 

- and even after [righteous] Josiah the Lord did not turn from his 

wrath “because of all the provocations with which forgetfulness 

had provoked him.” (23:26) 

- Finally, the Lord sent bands of raiders “because of the sins of 

forgetfulness. 

The story of Manasseh is a story of the fruit of forgetfulness. The 
Isrælites in the exile were to read it as a stern warning to never forget 
again. And so are we.  

8



2 Kings 21 25 May 2021

The call to remember 

And so as we read 2 Kings 21 we must not only see where 
forgetfulness leads. We must also hear the call to remember. And in 
particular, there are three calls that arise from Manasseh’s story for us 
today. We need to remember: 1) God’s promises; 2) God’s mercy and 
3) God’s King. 

1. Remember God’s promises 
Firstly, we must remember God’s promises. This is the most tragic part 
of Manasseh’s story. Because everything he was searching for, and 
everything he needed was right under his nose.  

God had spoken in the past through his Word; as we read in verses 
7-9. 

And in verse 10 we find out that there are prophets there in the land: 
that God was still speaking to Manasseh in the present.  

Manasseh, this worst of all kings, is actually sandwiched between 
Hezekiah and Josiah — two of the best kings in Judah’s history. And 
their experience makes Manasseh’s stubborn forgetfulness all the 
more tragic.  

For Hezekiah’s reign was marked by his listening to the prophet Isaiah. 
And Josiah’s reign was marked by his listening to the Book of the Law 
that he found in the temple. God had spoken. God was speaking. It’s 
just that Manasseh wasn’t listening. He wasn’t remembering.  

And so 2 Kings 21 says to us: Don’t you forget to remember. 

For in the past God had spoken “through the prophets at many times 
and in various ways, but in these last days. he has spoken to us by his 
Son.” And he continues to speak through his Word and by the Spirit. 
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And so are you listening? Are you remembering? Are you living your 
life believing in the promises of God; taking hold of all that God offers 
to us in the gospel. 

And we have far more reason to remember. Because the promises we 
have received are not grounded in our obedience. God’s promises to 
us are founded upon the finished work of Christ. God said to David 
and Solomon and to all Isræl, I will never forsake you if you obey me. 

God says to us, I will never forsake you because Jesus has obeyed me. 

Of course, there is the once for all promise of salvation by grace 
through faith in Jesus Christ. This is the promise to be remembered 
and treasure above all else! But I also want to remind you today that 
there are promises of God for life now that we are to receive week by 
week; day by day; moment by moment.  

So consider Jesus’ words in Matthew 18: 

“Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about 

anything they ask for, it will be done for them by my Father in 

heaven. For where two or three gather in my name, there am I 

with them.” (Matthew 18:19-20) 

Here is a promise for us to hold onto week by week as we gather 
together as a church family. For what is happening when we meet 
together. So much more than praying and singing, hearing a sermon 
and having morning tea. No we’re hear to meet Jesus! Here’s a 
promise to take hold of: Jesus is with us…right now! 

He is interceding for us as we pray; he is hearing us as we praise him; 
he is addressing us in his word; and our fellowship is shared in the 
presence of his peace and joy. Imagine what it would be like if we 
remembered this promise week by week? 

10



2 Kings 21 25 May 2021

Ray Ortlund says: 

If we would stop treating Sunday as a second Saturday, one more 

day to run to Home Depot, one more day for the kids’ soccer 

games, another day for getting ready for Monday, if we would 

rediscover Sunday as The Lord’s Day, focusing on Him for just 

one day each week, what would be the immediate impact 

between today and one year from today? By one year from 

today, we will have spent 52 whole days given over to Jesus. 

Seven and a half weeks of paid vacation with Jesus. He’s a good 

King. Maybe we should put Him first in our weekly schedules. Not 

fit Him into the margins of our busy weekends, but build our 

whole weekly routine around Him. (Ray Ortlund) 

This is not some mechanical thing; or box ticking exercise. It is 
remembering the personal promises of God, in the Son, by the power 
of the Holy Spirit.  

Or consider this promise from James 4: 

Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee 

from you. Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you.  

Here is a promise to be received day by day. I love what C.S. Lewis 
says about the great battle that the Christian faces. He says,  

It comes the very moment you wake up each morning. All your 

wishes and hopes for the day rush at you like wild animals. And 

the first job each morning consists simply in shoving them all 

back; in listening to that other voice, taking that other point of 

view, letting that other larger, stronger, quieter life come flowing 

in. (C.S. Lewis) 
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Imagine if we chose to open our Bibles each morning before opening 
up our emails? Imagine if we paused to pray before allowing ourselves 
to be swept away by the rushing tide of the day’s activities? 

And again, this is not something mechanical, as if we read a certain 
amount of bible, or spend a certain amount of time praying, then we 
will grow. Rather it is remembering, day by day, the personal promises 
of God, in the Son, by the power of His Spirit. 

And so week by week, day by day and moment by moment, we 
remember the promises of God. We receive what belongs to us in 
Christ, through his Spirit dwelling in us.  

I’ve been reading through Philippians and it’s I’ve been challenged to 
think of what it would look like if I took hold of the remarkable 
promises of God in that letter. 

Would I shrink back from sharing my faith if I took hold of the promise 
that even suffering for Christ serves to advance the gospel? 

Would I be so quick to grumble and complain if I took hold of the 
promise that I would shine like a star if I held firmly to the word of life? 

Would I be such a consumer of stuff if I took hold of the promise that 
God will meet all my needs according to the riches of his glory in 
Christ Jesus? 

Can you see, this is not mechanical! As Francis Schæffer says: 

The fact is that the Christian life, true spirituality, can never have a 

mechanical solution. The real solution is being cast up into the 

moment by moment communion, personal communion, with 

God himself! And letting Christ’s truth flow through me through 

the agency of the Holy Spirit. 
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And here’s the thing: just as compromise can creep into every area of 
our life, so can obedience. Manasseh put himself the centre and his life 
was flung apart into confusion and chaos. When we make Jesus the 
centre of our life, he has the weight, the gravity, to draw everything 
into his orbit. And as we take hold of his promises we will find every 
part of our life coming under the influence of the gospel, for our good, 
and for God’s glory. So remember…God’s promises. 

2. Remember God’s mercy 
And then we must also remember God’s mercy. For aren’t we all so 
prone to forgetfulness? Don’t we all find ourselves drifting into 
compromise? How often are we left dealing with the chaos and 
confusing that comes from losing sight of Christ? How much do we 
need a God who deals patiently with us?  

And if we’re paying attention, this is the picture of God that 2 Kings has 
been giving us week after week. Even here as God’s patience finally 
runs out, who of us is reading this and thinking: “Ohhh, God a bit 
touchy. Calm down man.” 

We were all confronted on Escape by the wickedness of God’s people, 
and let’s be honest, outraged that God didn’t put an end to it there 
and then. And yet only now, hundreds of years later dœs God finally 
pronounce his judgement.  

There’s a terrible caricature of God in the Old Testament as judgey and 
full of wrath. But it’s not God’s judgement on a hair-trigger but his 
grace! The God of the OT is a God of infinite, uncanny, unnerving 
patience. The true outrage of 1 and 2 Kings is not that God is angry 
with the innocent. It is the outrage of the Lord’s unearthly patience with 
the forgetful and unresponsive. 
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Even Manasseh himself experienced this unearthly patience. The 
account of Manasseh’s kingship in 2 Chronicles tells us more of God’s 
judgement, but also of his surprising grace: 

There we’re told:  

…the LORD brought against them the army commanders of the 

king of Assyria, who took Manasseh prisoner, put a hook in his 

nose, bound him with bronze shackles and took him to Babylon. 

In his distress he sought the favour of the LORD his God and 

humbled himself greatly before the God of his ancestors. 

And when he prayed to him, the LORD was moved by his 

entreaty and listened to his plea; so he brought him back to 

Jerusalem and to his kingdom. Then Manasseh knew that the 

LORD is God. (2 Chronicles 33:11-13) 

Manasseh remembers his God. God forgets Manasseh’s sin. It’s the 
gospel: salvation is from our side an act of memory; and from God’s 
side it is a gracious act of forgetfulness. God remembers his promise 
to be gracious and puts our sin out of his mind.  

And so when we forget the Lord. And when we compromise, and we’re 
mired in confusion and chaos. We must remember God’s mercy. We 
must remember the gospel and pray words like those of Psalm 25: 

Remember, LORD, your great mercy and love, 

  for they are from of old. 

Do not remember the sins of my youth 

  and my rebellious ways; 

 according to your love remember me, 

  for you, LORD, are good. 
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3. Remember God’s Risen King 
And then finally we must remember God’s risen King.  

For what we see in Manasseh, King forgetful, is that he is a King who 
needs grace. A king, like his son was laid down in death into a garden 
grave. 

And the hope of all God’s people then and since is a King who could 
give grace. A king who who would not only remember the Lord, but 
remember sinful people like us, who have forgotten him.  

And for many Jews in the first century, they thought they had found 
that King in a penniless preacher from Nazareth. They heard him speak 
about God’s kingdom of mercy, and they watched him give beautiful 
attention to the outsiders and the outcasts, the failing and forgotten.  

But this King too was laid in a garden grave. And his closest friends 
were thrown into confusion and chaos, as they saw their hope 
condemned on a roman cross.  

But God did not abandon this King to the grave. And when his friend 
Mary was lost along, the risen King Jesus remembered her, and called 
her by name.  

And he even remembered Peter who had far more than forgotten him.  

And Jesus promises that he will never forget us too. He said, all who 
come to him he will never cast out. He promises his presence with us 
week by week, day by day, moment by moment in the gift of his Spirit. 
He promises to remember us in his kingdom, that even through death 
we will be with him in paradise. The writer to the Hebrews says “he is 
able to save completely those who come to God through him, because 
he always lives to intercede for us, remembering us before the Father. 
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And so the call to remember God’s promises and to remember God’s 
mercy is really a call to remember Jesus.  

As Paul wrote to young Timothy: 

Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from 

David. This is my gospel. 

Brothers and sisters, this is our gospel. Always remember, to never 
forget.
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