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‘THE CHRISTFUL & THANKFUL CHURCH’ 
COLOSSIANS 3:15-17 

 
[St Mark’s Northbridge, Sunday November 21, 2021 – All Services] 

 
 
Introduction:  Church Vision Statements 
 
I don’t generally go in for church vision statements.  But a lot of church leaders do.  And 
whether you like them or not, a church’s vision statement can tell you quite a lot about 
the church.  I recently came across an article online which analysed the vision 
statements of 30 well-known churches1.  The article’s conclusion was that the best 
vision statements are inspirational, clear, memorable, and concise.  The article also 
reported that the vision statements they analysed contained an average of 15 words.  
I’m not entirely sure this represents ground-breaking research! 
 
One of the reasons that here at St Mark’s we haven’t produced a vision statement is 
because we believe that when the Bible talks about what churches should be the 
emphasis is on character and culture.  That’s why we’ve come up with what we call the 
Marks of St Mark’s- 7 characteristics that we hope and pray our church will be known 
for.  And that conviction about the centrality of character as well as some of the specific 
marks in our list, come, in part at least, from Colossians 3. 
 
In verses 12-17 Paul is spelling out what it means to live as a church filled and led by 
Christ.  If you like, this is his vision for the household of God.  Last week Pat talked to us 
about what it means to be a foot-washing church, walking in the ways of Christ our foot-
washing Saviour.  Next week we’ll see that the pattern of life he outlines here also has 
implications for the household in the home.  But today we’re honing in on verses 15-17 
where Paul paints a picture for us of what it is to be a Christful and thankful church.  And 
he says three specific things across these three verses.  Something about the peace of 
Christ, something about the message of Christ, and then something about the name of 
Christ.  Let’s deal with them one at a time. 
 
1. The Peace of Christ. 
 
Firstly the peace of Christ- verse 15. 
 
 - ruling our hearts 
 

 
1 https://www.churchrelevance.com/2013/03/27/30-examples-of-church-vision-statements/ 
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Paul calls on the Colossians, and us, to let Christ’s peace rule in our hearts.  We learnt 
back in chapter 1 that at one time all people were alienated from God.  But through 
Christ’s death, God’s people have been reconciled to him2.  So we are at peace with 
God through Christ.  And this peace Christ wins for us is a peace that ought to govern 
the way we relate not only to God but also to other believers.  In our hearts, peace 
should be on the throne. 
 
Of course, this is not a new thought.  This verse follows naturally from verse 14 which 
finished with the idea that love binds Christians together in perfect unity.  This also 
reminds us of 2:2 where Paul said his goal was to see the Colossians ‘united in love’.  
Unity is one of Paul’s key concerns.  And that’s what he calls for here. 
 
And we know, don’t we, that when unity in a church is not maintained, great pain and 
terrible consequences often follow.  Just this week I was talking to a friend who’s a 
pastor in a church where attitudes to vaccination and government restrictions have really 
divided people.  He was expressing his fear that the disagreements they’re having might 
rip his church apart.  And there are all sorts of things that can create disunity aren’t 
there?  But in the face of those threats you notice Paul doesn’t call on us to make sure 
we never disagree, and he doesn’t call on us to run away from uncomfortable 
conversations when we need to have them.  Rather, he calls on us to look to Christ- and 
to let the peace he has gifted us rule our hearts.  And he urges us to remember what the 
peaceful Christ has called us to. 
 
 - what we were called to 
 
We were called to peace- peace with God and peace with our sisters and brothers- 
whether Jew or Gentile, circumcised or uncircumcised, slave or free, vaccinated or 
unvaccinated, right wing or left, public school or private, in favour of women preaching or 
against.  Why?  Because we are one body.  One family under God.  We belong- not only 
to our Father in Heaven, but to our brothers and sisters.  This is who we are.  And the 
integrated life of a church is a life of peace because we are ruled by the peace of Christ.  
It’s a life of oneness because we are one. 
 
 - thankful 
 
And that is something to be thankful for isn’t it?  And so Paul ends verse 15 with that 
exhortation.  Be thankful.  Those bound together in perfect unity have much to be 
grateful for.  Those who are one in Christ’s peace have every reason to be full of 
appreciation.  Unity is a precious gift to enjoy.  Thankfully. 
 

 
2 See 1:21-22 
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2. The Message of Christ. 
 
Then secondly, the message of Christ.  Verse 16.  This is Paul’s way of referring to the 
gospel.  The gospel which he told us in chapter 1 was bearing fruit in the lives of the 
Colossians just as it was doing all over the world3.  It’s God’s word about his Son. 
 
 - dwelling richly 
 
And so that the message of Christ might continue to bear fruit in the Colossians, Paul 
wants to see it dwelling richly among them.  And the word ‘richly’ is so important isn’t it?  
He’s not just imagining a church where the word of God is present- a church where the 
word is referred to, or where it just takes its place alongside many other things the 
church is interested in.  No, Paul imagines a church in which the message of Christ is at 
the centre, permeating every aspect of the body’s life together.  It dwells among them 
richly.  The word of Christ is the explanation for their spiritual wealth.  And just like the 
start of verse 15 where Paul speaks of ‘letting’ the peace of Christ rule, so here he talks 
about ‘letting’ the message of Christ dwell richly.  It’s the sort of language you use when 
you’re describing something you’ve already been given rather than something you have 
to seek and attain.  You have the peace of Christ so let it rule.  You have the message of 
Christ so let it dwell richly!  And once again Paul reminds us here of the logic of 2:2.  We 
noticed in that verse a few weeks ago that unity and encouragement in the fellowship 
leads us into the full ‘riches’ of complete understanding.  And I think we see the same 
thought progression here in verses 15 and 16. 
 
 - from one another to one another 
 
But a really interesting feature of verse 16 here is the way that the message of Christ is 
shared- from one another to one another.  And here a brief comparison with another 
verse in Colossians is very helpful.  Remember 1:28?  I’ll read it to you.  Back in that 
verse Paul is spoke about his own ministry, and this is what he said. 
 
[Read 1:28a] 
 
And here in 3:16 Paul uses the same words- teach and admonish.  Except this time he’s 
not talking about what an apostle or a church leader does, but about what everyone in 
the church does.  We teach and admonish ‘one another’.  And this, I think, is very 
significant.  Because these days we often fall into the trap of thinking that the ministry of 
teaching and correcting people is the work of the pastors or the church leaders.  And it 
is, of course.  But it’s not exclusively ours.  There’s a teaching and correcting ministry 
which is the shared responsibility of every church member.  I wonder if you’ve ever 

 
3 See 1:6 
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thought of that?  And I wonder if that’s on your mind as you come in to church each 
week?  I’m here to teach others, and perhaps to admonish as well. 
 
 - set to music 
 
And the other comparison with 1:28 that’s fruitful here is in the way Paul says that the 
teaching and admonishing happens. Back in chapter 1 he talked about this taking place 
through his preaching.  But here he talks about it taking place through the church’s 
singing.  This is teaching and admonition set to music. 
 
Now I guess that the idea of teaching through music is not foreign to us.  Colin 
Buchanan, amongst others, has taught us just how well the message of Christ can be 
learnt and remembered through song.  And of course, the hymns we’ve sung for 
generations work the same way.  But what might be a stranger idea to us is that people 
could be admonished or corrected through song.  As one person confessed to me this 
week these words can evoke images of someone noticing a problem in the church and 
then standing up one Sunday and singing an angry rebuke song as an item!  But I don’t 
think that’s what Paul has in mind.  Rather, I think he imagines the way singing about 
God’s great faithfulness might alert us to ways in which we’ve failed to trust him, or the 
way that rejoicing in his love might expose to us the ways our love has failed, or the way 
that expressing our devotion to Christ in song might prick our consciences as we realise 
the words we’re singing don’t really match the attitudes of our hearts.  I think songs can 
admonish us like that. 
 
But however this dynamic takes place, what’s clear is that Paul sees our singing as a 
ministry of the word.  We often fall into the trap of just thinking about the sermon as the 
way we hear the word of God.  But the New Testament has a much more expansive 
expectation about how the word of God will come to us when we gather together.  Yes- 
the word can dwell in us richly through the sermon.  But the message of Christ also 
comes to us as we hear the Bible read, as people offer words of encouragement from 
the front, as people talk together after the service, and as we sing.  And that’s of course 
just Sundays!  In the life of a church family that gathers around God’s word richly, there 
are many ways in which we hear the message of Christ. 
 
But particularly today/tonight, Paul wants us to think about the role singing plays.  In a 
very real sense he wants us to see the songs we sing as being just as important as the 
sermon.  And he wants us to notice the rich way in which singing works amongst us.  
When we sing, according to these verses, three things happen simultaneously.  1- we 
hear from God- it’s the message of Christ dwelling within us.  2- we teach each other- 
we serve one another by sharing the gospel in song.  And 3- we express our gratitude to 
God in our hearts- we worship the God whose word we hear.  All of that happens at one 
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time whenever we stand to sing.  Is it any wonder that Paul uses the word ‘richly’ to 
describe this precious gift? 
 
 - thankful 
 
And it’s that third dimension of our singing I want to point out before we move on from 
verse 16.  Because Paul says that just as important as the singing we hear, is the 
singing we don’t hear.  This is the silent song of our heart, ascending to God in thankful 
worship.  And we ought to attend to this dimension when we sing- not just punching out 
the words on the page, or enjoying the music, but thinking about God!  Singing is about 
listening.  It’s also about encouraging.  But it is definitely about worshipping.  And God 
wants to train our minds and hearts to participate in singing in this way.  Once again 
here Paul reminds us that the relocated life is a life where the heart is set on things 
above4.  And once again he reminds us that the heart set on things above will always be 
a heart overflowing with thankfulness5. 
 
3. The Name of Christ. 
 
And so thirdly we turn to the name of Christ- verse 17. 
 
 - whatever we do 
 
Paul says:  ‘whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus’.  What does it mean to do something in the name of Jesus?  Well, I think he 
means that we will live in a way that reflects we are in Jesus and he is in us.  To have 
been raised with Christ is to now live for Christ, with Christ, to please Christ.  And it’s to 
live in a way that enhances the reputation of Christ.   
 
Imagine a school student who throws some litter out the window of the train on the way 
home from school.  Imagine that a member of the public sees them do this and notices 
the school uniform they’re wearing so rings up the school the next day to report the bad 
behaviour.  Imagine then that the school Principal stands up at assembly and reminds 
the students of the way in which their conduct in uniform reflects on the school.  Their 
poor choices damage the school’s reputation.  But conversely, of course, their good 
choices enhance the school’s reputation.  It’s a similar thing that Paul says here.  To do 
things in the name of Christ is to act in a way that’s consistent with our belonging to him.  
As Christians in the world it’s as if we wear Christ’s uniform, and our conduct reflects on 
him.  To do things in his name is to seek to enhance his reputation. 
 

 
4 See 3:1, and also 3:15. 
5 See also 2:7. 
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And you notice Paul doesn’t say that this would be a good project one week when you 
have a bit of time- to do something in the name of Jesus.  He doesn’t just say that it’d be 
great to occasionally do some things for Jesus’ sake.  And that’s because Paul doesn’t 
believe being raised with Christ is only a “sometimes” reality.  It’s an “always and 
forever” reality.  Jesus isn’t Lord of just some parts of our lives, or just some days of our 
week.  He is Lord of all.  And this is why Paul says ‘whatever you do, whether in word or 
deed, do it all’ in the name of Jesus. 
 
 - thankful 
 
And, as you do, be thankful.  Do it all in Christ’s name, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him.  This kind of perpetual gratitude is a great concern of Paul’s in this letter.  
And if you’re reading Colossians carefully it’s hard to miss.  But just for good measure 
he says it three times again here- at the end of every verse- be thankful, with gratitude in 
your hearts, giving thanks to God the Father through Jesus.  And the repetition of this 
theme accompanies his threefold repetition of the name of Christ here as well- verse 15 
the peace of Christ, verse 16 the message of Christ, and verse 17 the name of Christ.  
They go together don’t they? Christ and thankfulness.  According to Paul the life we live 
as believers is the Christful life- he dwells within us, and we dwell with him in heaven.  
Our lives are full of Christ.  And the most obvious implication of being in Jesus, of living 
Christfully, is thankfulness.  If there’s nothing better in all the world to be than to be full of 
Christ, then there’s nothing better in all the world to do than to thank him and keep on 
thanking him. 
 
Conclusion:  God’s Vision & St Mark’s Northbridge 
 
This is God’s vision for us.  It’s God’s vision for our church.  And just as last week’s 
passage left us asking questions about whether our church is the kind of foot-washing 
church Jesus calls us to be, so this passage offers us some questions too.  Is our church 
Christful and thankful?  Are we a united church in which the peace of Christ is ruling 
hearts?  Are we a church in which the word of Christ dwells richly as we serve one 
another, especially in song?  Are we a church where people live and serve to enhance 
the reputation of Christ, to bring glory to his name? 
 
Well, I’ve got to say that in so many ways the answer to all those questions is yes.  Of 
course, I’m well aware of our failures and weaknesses.  I’m certainly well aware of mine.  
We’re still growing up and we’re far from perfect.  We’re not yet fully mature in Christ.  
So there will be moments of disunity, and times when the gospel is not richly dwelling 
among us, and there will be words we speak and things we do which dishonour Christ’s 
name, or which are aimed more at our own glory than his.  I’m not unaware of those 
realities.  And where those things are true these verses should prick and prod us again. 
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But mostly what I want to say today is that these verses leave me feeling incredibly 
grateful for our church.  I love St Mark’s.  I love the way I see Christ in people.  I love the 
way I see a joyful thankfulness bubbling up in our conversations and worship.  I love the 
unity God has blessed us with.  And I honestly don’t know I’ve ever been in a church that 
has been so peaceable- where people really do love each other with a deep 
consciousness of being one body in Christ.  I love the way people in this church love the 
word of God, and love to be taught the message of Christ.  I love the way people 
minister God’s word to one another- as we sing, and in so many other ways too.  In this 
church family I think I experience the message of Christ dwelling in us richly.  And I love 
the way I see people- in big and small ways, in public and hidden ways, in delightful and 
in very costly ways, living for the honour of Christ’s name.   
 
Sadly, not every church is like this.  God wants every church to be like this.  But they’re 
not.  Yet in his kindness, by virtue of his grace and his grace alone, you and I belong to 
a good one.  And I hope this makes you as thankful as it makes me. 
 
I love our church.  In fact there’s very little in the world I love more.  But there is one 
thing.  One person.  I love Christ.  The church is his gift.  He is the giver.  And the giver 
not just of the church his body- but of himself.  They one whose peace meets our 
deepest need.  The one whose message is the best thing you could ever here.  The one 
whose name is more worthy of glory and praise than anyone else we’ve ever known. 
 
[Read 3:15-17] 

 


