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SERMON OUTLINE – 25 SEPTEMBER 
 

FOLLOWING JESUS 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Do you remember how we went through a federal election 
campaign earlier this year? 
 
As normal, the political parties shared with us the principles 
they stood for and the promises they would keep if they 
were elected to run the country. 
 
We see this kind of thing play out in our passage today. 
Jesus shares with his disciples the principles he stands for 
and the promises he’ll keep under his looming reign. 
 
Today we’ll be exploring what it means for us to follow 
Jesus with these three points: 
 

1) The people of the king 
2) The perception of the king 
3) The path of the king 

 
Let’s pray to God as we continue. 
 
PRAY 
 
My first point today is: 
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THE PEOPLE OF THE KING 
 
Now it has two sub-points, the first being: ‘Peter’s 
confession’. 
 
To be the people of the king, we must first confess who 
Jesus is, just like Peter does. Now I don’t mean you get into 
a box to confess your sins! Although it’s good and right to 
confess your sins to God and to those who you have 
wronged. Here, confession means to be convicted and say 
that Jesus is who he says he is. This sounds like a basic first 
step. But you’d be surprised at how many Christians don’t 
truly take Jesus to heart. 
 
Jesus teases this out by asking his disciples, “Who do people 
say the Son of Man is?” The Son of Man is a reference to the 
OT. It’s the title given to the person who God chooses to be 
his eternal king. 
 
Now the disciples had a few options. They refer to God’s 
prophets of old, who reveal God’s word and plans to his 
people. But Jesus isn’t finished the conversation. He wants 
to them to settle on where they stand with him! He asks 
them the follow-up question, and it’s Peter who speaks up 
for the group when he says, “You are the Messiah, the Son of 
the living God.” 
 
So far, Jesus has been called “Christ” by the narrator but not 
by his disciples until now. This confession of who he truly is, 
is the deep-seated conviction he wants to hear. 
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This is what Jesus wants from people today. He wants us to 
come to know him and share the deeply held belief that 
he’s God’s chosen king of the world. 
 
He doesn’t want us to get the wrong idea. He also doesn’t 
want us to get so close and yet so far, thinking he’s an 
important person, even one of God’s prophets, like many in 
Israel believed back then and some believe today.  
 
Jesus is more than a man with an important place in history. 
He’s the one who God has appointed king of the world. 
 
Is Jesus your king? Not a leader, like a parent or teacher. 
Although they have real authority! Is it your personal 
conviction that Jesus rules your life because he’s God’s ruler 
of the entire world? 
 
Having a deep-seated conviction is more than a tip of the 
hat or a simple tick a box on the next census form. Whether 
you’ve been a Christian for years or you’re still thinking him 
through, naming someone other than yourself the boss of 
your life is not small thing. But Jesus wants you to have the 
right conviction about him. And that’s to recognise that he’s 
God’s chosen king of the world. Please see Simon, me, or a 
trusted Christian friend, we would be very happy to chat to 
you about acknowledging who Jesus truly is. 
 
All who confess that Jesus is God’s chosen king, then have 
the privilege of being part of God’s world-wide community 
of believers. 
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Now I come to my second sub-point: ‘Jesus’ community’. 
 
On seeing Peter’s confession, Jesus then talks about the 
community that his followers belong to from verse 17. 
 
Jesus makes four promises. First, that Peter is the founding 
leader. Now the Roman Church has gone beyond the Bible 
in giving Peter and his successors abilities beyond that of 
any human, but he is the first leader. Second, “the gates of 
Hades will not overcome it”. This could refer to either: 
Satan’s decisions, as typically decisions back then were 
made at city gates, or it could refer to the power of sin, 
which leads to death and judgment will not overcome the 
grace of God in eternity. It could be both. Third, the 
reference to keys relates leaders being given the great 
responsibility to steward God’s people. The fourth and last 
promise relates to the running of God’s church. This could 
mean a wide range of things but most importantly leaders 
are to declare God’s truth as laid out in Scripture, while 
guiding and protecting the community in proper teaching 
and conduct. 
 
There’s a lot in there! The thing to highlight about these 
promises is the sheer power and care God has for his 
people. God himself created the church for his glory, he’ll 
build it upward in maturity and outward in number. He’ll 
also sustain his people, including leaders.  
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Do you consider the church in this light? The media mocks 
the church and many hope for its downfall. But here, Jesus 
promises that the church will not fizzle out but survive all 
earthly kingdoms. We tend to have a low view of God’s 
church. But when we read passages like this one, short but 
jampacked with God’s promises to build and sustain her, I 
can’t but help be utterly delighted by God’s guidance and 
protection. Satan stans no chance of overcoming God’s 
church. What a leader we have in Jesus! 
 
Speaking of leadership, Jesus shows leadership in the next 
few verses. 
 
Now I come to my second point:  
 
THE PERCEPTION OF THE KING 
 
This point has two sub-points, the first being: ‘Jesus’ claims’. 
 
To perceive Jesus rightly, we must first know and trust his 
claims about himself. There are four of them. He must: 1) go 
to Jerusalem, 2) suffer many things at the hands of differing 
Jewish leaders who are united in their effort to destroy him, 
3) be put to death, and 4) be raised from the dead. All these 
things sound odd for any leader to confront. But this speaks 
to the type of king he is. The idea of a suffering king was 
not understood by Judaism, and any notion of suffering was 
experienced by Israel under the oppression of Gentile 
nations, such as Rome.  
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Now his suffering seems to end well! He would be raised to 
life again. This shows that the claims he makes about 
himself are true. On other words, he’ll be vindicated. 
 
But this doesn’t make his claims any more palatable. What 
Jesus is suggesting is dangerous! Who in their right mind 
would follow him? Well, if it seems that Jesus is out of his 
mind, then it’s for us. Now this speaks to ‘why’ we should 
follow Jesus. It’s because what he did, he did it for others. 
We follow Jesus because he loved us first and laid down his 
life for us! 
 
There are many leaders with depth of skill. And that’s not a 
bad thing. But here, Jesus shows his depth of character. He 
knows what he had to do, and he was resolute in doing it, 
for the sake of his people. 
 
Is Jesus the type of leader you want to follow? When I 
understand the depth of his love for me, a wayward sinner 
in need of forgiveness, I can’t but help want to follow him. 
 
This is hard to understand at first, which is why Peter 
rebukes Jesus in the next few verses. 
 
Now I come to my second sub-point: ‘Peter’s criticism’. 
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We see in verse 22 that Peter speaks up. He can’t handle 
what Jesus is saying! Now this is ironic, considering Peter’s 
just named Jesus God’s chosen king. It’s here we realise that 
just because you say Jesus is king, that doesn’t mean you 
understand the type of king he is. 
 
Peter’s objection means he’s become a critical opponent. 
That’s because he doesn’t understand how this could 
happen to God’s chosen king. 
 
We get a better understanding of what’s going on when we 
see Jesus’ just as intense well-known response: “Get behind 
me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not 
have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human 
concerns.” 
 
What’s going on here? Peter’s not demon-possessed but is 
opposing the divine destiny of Jesus. Jesus makes it clear 
that this must cease. Ironically, Peter ‘the rock’ has become 
a ‘stumbling block’ to his mission to Israel and all nations. 
He’s standing in the way of God’s will. Jesus explains that 
his mindset is not framed by God’s perception but by 
human expectations of Israel’s hopes for God’s chosen king. 
 
Do you sometimes stand in the way of God’s king? Being 
that ‘stumbling block’ that Peter was? We might 
inadvertently play down Jesus’ suffering, even death on the 
cross. We should be more concerned about praising God 
for the type of king Jesus is, but we tend not to. Why might 
this be? 
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The world is infatuated with leaders who are strong in an 
earthly sense. That’s what’s attractive! But the things is, is 
that this isn’t the right picture of Jesus. He’s a suffering king, 
who laid down his life for others. I don’t know about you, 
but this is the most irresistible character trait I can think of! 
It seems far-fetched that perhaps we stay silent or don’t 
bring him up in conversation at all! When this happens, 
we’re being led by two sources of spiritual failure: Satan and 
our self. When we lean on Satan or ourselves for 
understanding, we experience usually experience regret and 
dissatisfaction later. That’s because the world’s concerns 
about leadership are so different, and our concerns are 
focused there. But we should be focused on what God is 
concerned about. That is, the selfless leadership of his Son, 
Jesus! 
 
We’ve got to focus on the type of king Jesus is. It’s also true 
that his character defines how we should follow him. 
 
Now I come to my final point for today: 
 
THE PATH OF THE KING 
 
This point has two sub-points, the first being: ‘Jesus’ 
conditions’. 
 
To follow the path of the king, we must first take on the 
conditions of the king. There are three of them. We must: 1) 
deny ourselves, 2) take up our cross, and 3) follow Jesus. 
Let’s explore these radical truths! 
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Firstly, we see that a disciple is someone who denies 
themselves. They shift centring life on oneself to the will of 
God. They say ‘no’ to human principles that pander to self. 
Their attitude is ‘not what they will, but what God wills’. And 
such an attitude must be adopted towards everything. In 
the times that Jesus lived, this would mean rejecting the 
love of wealth, recognition, power, religion – these are all 
the commandments of men. 
 
Secondly, a follow of Jesus is someone who takes up their 
cross. In those times, the person who carried a cross was 
under the sentence of death and on their way to the place 
of execution. They were, as good as dead. Death was 
certain, so they had no life to call their own. Followers of 
Jesus are like that. They have no life to call their own – they 
have handed control to Jesus. 
 
Thirdly, we see that disciples follow Jesus. They have the 
same attitude to the will of God and word of God that Jesus 
has. Like Jesus, they know God and obey him, even if that 
means death. 
 
The pattern of Jesus’ life is the same for his followers. 
Suffering comes before being vindicated and raised up from 
the dead. Whether we’ve being Christians for a while or still 
searching, we need to ask ourselves this: are we denying 
ourselves, taking up our cross, and following Jesus? 
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Let’s look at some worldly principles that are taking us 
captive. The obvious one is the seeking our own pleasure. 
The seeking of pleasure is nothing short of prolific. Even 
seeking a comfortable lifestyle goes against the grain of 
what Jesus is talking about here.  
 
This way of life is counter cultural to following Jesus. And so, 
it challenges daily our faithfulness to discern selfless living 
from selfish living. The worry is that the seductive ways of the 
world will creep into our lives without us even knowing it, 
ever so slowly, and before it’s too late directing and ruling 
our hearts to the point that we are blind to its mastery over 
us. 
 
This is not something you would want to even keep at arm’s 
length. Even the influence of pleasure can and does diminish 
our passion for serving Jesus. It suppresses the will of God 
and makes it out as something we can selectively follow or 
even adopt as an optional extra. We need to steer clear of 
this way of life. Are there things that you take to heart, but 
you don’t have? 
 
Our world also has a differing view on the place of suffering 
in this life. Suffering is viewed as something to avoid at all 
costs. But for the Gospel writers, suffering was not viewed as 
an absurdity. It is part of the Christians lot. Jesus doesn’t 
mention anything about rebelling against suffering or it 
being a hindrance to following him. It is part of the cost of 
following him. And what the Gospel writers say about Jesus’ 
suffering gives meaning to the suffering of his followers. 
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His suffering is not merely the outcome of the scheming of 
sinful men. More importantly, it’s the God designed means 
of bringing blessing to mankind. His suffering has the saving 
power to do the impossible thing of bringing sinful people 
into God’s Kingdom, to then live a gospel-shaped life. 
 
You might say, that’s a bit strong James! But this brings us 
to what Jesus says in the last few verses. 
 
Now I turn to my second sub-point: ‘Jesus’ clarifications.’ 
 
In verse 25, we see the all-or-nothing nature of following 
Jesus. He uses the image of a court. Life is at stake, and here 
there are two notions of life. There is life here and now: 
physical life, security, comfort, and independence, including 
the illusion of being the master of one’s destiny. And there 
is the life to come: the new creation, Christ’s end-time 
Kingdom, being in the place that humanity was created to 
occupy. Because of what following Jesus means, a person 
can have one kind of life or the other, but not both. If 
someone wishes to retain life here and now, if physical life is 
all important, so be it. They shall have it, but that will be all 
that they have. On the other hand, if a person’s loyalty lies 
elsewhere – if those things are not the most important, if 
they will give up life here and now, to obey Jesus and live a 
gospel shaped life – then true life, life as it was meant to be, 
will be theirs.   
 
 
 



Page 12 of 13 
 

It seems that verses 26 and 27 point out the fact that the 
decision to follow Jesus is an enormous one. If anyone 
chooses ‘life here and now’, they do gain some advantage. 
They will gain the approval of the world, together with what 
it offers in terms of ease and material security. But the cost is 
enormous. The person who makes such a choice has lost 
authentic life, for they will never share in the salvation 
provided by God. When a person forfeits eternal life, they 
experience absolute loss; the cost is eternal. 
 
Now if you read verse 27 carefully, this passage ends with an 
encouraging note. It emphasises those who choose God’s will 
and way, and who’ll receive their reward for those choices. 
They will look forward to hearing the words, ‘good and 
faithful servant’, and to eternal life with God. 
 
All this is meant to point to the all-of-nothing nature of 
following Jesus, that once truly digested, is the biggest 
decision anyone will make. We make many and varied 
decisions every day. And I’m sure we’ve worried over more 
trivial decisions than these. Every heard of first-world 
problems? The amount of mind space we devote to things 
like that is astounding, and yet we can stress less about 
decisions of weightier importance. 
 
Following Jesus will be the greatest decision you will ever 
make and continue to live out if you’ve made it, in that, what’s 
asked of you is costly and the consequences are huge. 
Sometimes we can shy away from the hard decisions. 
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On being asked about devoting their life to Jesus, I’ve heard 
someone say they didn’t want answer that because it’s a BIG 
decision to make’. I would the emphasise the reason rather 
than the size of the decision and say, ‘Wouldn’t you want to 
answer it BECAUSE it’s a big decision that will affect the rest 
of your life?’ 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Dear friends, today we’ve explored afresh what it means to 
follow Jesus. 
 
Following Jesus means we identify as people of the king, 
who confess his rule, and have the privilege of being part of 
eternal community.  
 
Following Jesus means that we must perceive him rightly, 
taking on his claims about himself, and shying away from 
worldly interpretations. 
 
And following Jesus mean we follow his path, by deny 
ourselves, taking up our cross, and following Jesus, looking 
forward to eternal life with him.  
 
Let’s pray. 
 


