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James 3:13-4:10 
Let us see your wisdom in good deeds 

 
1.   Wisdom: from heaven or from earth? 
2.   Friendship: with the world or with God?  
3.   Submission to God: brings good fruit 
 Who is wise and understanding among you?  

This is the question the Apostle James poses in his letter, a question inspired by the Spirit of God 
to write to Christians, and so there’s our question from God this morning. 

Who is wise and understanding among you? 

I won’t ask for hands up, but I’m conscious we are here in Northbridge, no doubt one of the best 
educated places on earth. I’ve been to some places with pretty poor levels of education, this is 
not one! 

So if we ask, Who is wise and understanding, you should be at the top of the charts. 

But of course, there is a difference between education and wisdom, and in our passage today, 
the apostle James digs into what our lives should look like if we are truly wise.  

And after helping us to confront our reality, he then provides the way forward to grow in wise 
living. 

So this morning we’re going to look at  

two types of wisdom 

two types of friendship 

How to respond 

And along the way, I’m going to show a couple of videos from the work of Anglican Aid 
illustrating what James is highlighting. 

So, firstly, in vv 13-17, James highlights two kinds of wisdom: there is earthly wisdom, and 
there is heavenly wisdom.  

So: 

13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life, by deeds 
done in the humility that comes from wisdom. 

It seems the reason James writes this, is because the Christians he was writing to were good at 
talking about wisdom, but not good at doing. 

Chapter 1 they talk about being religious, but don’t look after orphans and widows in their 
distress, and don’t keep themselves from being polluted by the world. 
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He wrote in chap 2 about those who say they have faith, but don’t have works to back it up. 
They say to the poor, ‘Go in peace, keep warm and well fed’, but don’t do anything to help.  

He wrote that they say they keep the commandments, but instead of loving their neighbor as 
themselves, they only really love those who are rich. 

They seem good at talking, but not are not good at doing. 

Last week, you looked at the previous paragraph in this chapter, where James says that even in 
their talking, their tongues were full of deadly poison, they would curse those made in God’s 
image – maybe the poor, maybe the homeless -  while they would also singing praises to God! 

So the apostle writes to them in 3:13 

13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life, by deeds 
done in the humility that comes from wisdom. 

So here is the diagnostic question for them and for us: Is your wisdom resulting in a humble life 
of good deeds? 

Or does v14 describe you better: is your wisdom resulting in bitter envy and selfish ambition? 

Does your heart yearn to do good deeds to help others, or is your heart full of ambition for 
yourself,  

Selfish ambition for your business, selfish ambition for your children. 

The word translated ‘Selfish ambition’ here is not necessarily a personal ambition, it can be a 
selfish ambition for your group or your party. 

The Apostle Paul for example was a Pharisee, and before his conversion was happy to even see 
people killed to defend the power of his party. 

Many of you will know people in business who are more ambitious for their own career, their 
own project, their own business than they are for the good of society. 

Ambition is from God and is good if it seeks the good of others. Ambition that seeks first the 
kingdom of God glorifies God. 

But selfish ambition:  

James says v15 “Such ‘wisdom’ does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, 
demonic.” 

Why did Eve turn against God in the Garden? The wisdom she followed was demonic. 

Why did Judas turn against Jesus and betray him to the chief priests? The wisdom he followed 
was demonic. 

James says such wisdom leads to every evil practice.  

17 But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. 
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We could go through each of these, but I just want to highlight, these are the characteristics of 
Jesus. 

If we want to know what it means to be peace loving and submissive, look to Jesus: 

Peace-loving. Jesus said, blessed are the peacemakers. And showed that when he talked about 
making peace, he didn’t just mean an absence of hostility, he meant restoring relationship and 
wholeness and health to bring holistic peace. 

So when Jesus the peacemaker went to the temple and found it turned into a marketplace, he 
overturned the tables so people could access peace with God. 

When he met the woman with a flow of blood, Jesus overturned the sickness then said, go in 
peace. 

When confronted with the sin of the world – which is rebellion against God, which destroys 
peace;  

He submitted himself to his Father’s will and became a servant, he humbled himself by 
becoming obedient even to death on a cross 

That is Biblical peace-making, and Biblical submission – it is an all of life, all-that-I am activity. 

When we talk about wisdom from heaven, it is shown in a life actively working to promote 
peace with God, peace with each other, even wholeness of life, submissive to God. 

Verse 18 drives this home, but is a bit tricky to translate into English.  

NIV translates: Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of righteousness. 

Which makes it sound like the peacemakers are reaping the harvest.  

But the meaning is broader: God’s people are peacemakers who actively sow peace, and the 
harvest/fruit of righteousness grows up for the good of all.  

[Better: And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by peacemakers.] 

Wisdom isn’t just talking about these things, it is doing them, like Jesus. 

We live in a world brimming with conflict, whether it is conflict in the office, or conflict between 
tribal groups and nations, the wisdom of God calls us to be involved in working for holistic 
peace. 

One thing I love about Anglican Aid is that it provides a mechanism for Sydney Anglicans to be 
involved in good works and peacemaking in some of the neediest places around the world. 

One of the organisations we support is the Kale Heywet Church in the Tigray region of Ethiopia. 
You may have seen in the news that Tigray has been plagued with ethnic violence and civil war.  

Kale Heywet is planting churches in tribal and Muslim areas, and bringing people together for 
peace and reconciliation workshops. They talk about the gospel of peace, they talk about how 
Jesus brings reconciliation with God, and people are turning to Christ.  
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The workshops are so valued, they have now been invited by local leaders to do the training in 
16 districts.  

In one of these regions, there used to be about 20 tit for tat vengeance killings a year. Over the 
last couple of years since the training, there have been none.  

Just last week, a cessation of hostilities agreement was signed ending the whole war in Tigray, 
the government has appointed head mediators in each district to oversee the reconciliation 
process.  

• In a region of 0.2% protestant believers... HALF of the elders in this group of head 
mediators are protestant believers!! 

 

It is the wisdom that comes down from heaven that has empowered these few Ethiopian 
Christians to be active peacemakers, some of this is supported with funds from Sydney 
Christians through Anglican Aid, and the fruit of righteousness is springing up in Tigray, for the 
good of all. 

We’re doing similar projects building peace in Northern Nigeria; building peace in Northern 
Kenya,  

There are two types of wisdom, from heaven or from earth. 

10.30 

2. Next James speaks of two types of Friendship: with the world or with God?  

He starts this section firing off another question: What causes fights and quarrels among you? 

Sad that he’s writing to the church. 

I wonder if there ever been fights and quarrels in your household? Or in this church? 

2 You desire but do not have, so you kill. You covet but you cannot get what you want, so you 
quarrel and fight. You do not have because you do not ask God. 3 When you ask, you do not 
receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your 
pleasures. 

What’s the problem here? 

You are adulterous, says James. V4 

Unfaithful to God. 

He’s speaking to the professed Christian who thinks, when I’m in church and with Christians, I’ll 
act Christianly, under God’s eye, but when I’m in the world, I’ll follow the wisdom of the world.  

You adulterous people, says the apostle James, don’t you know that friendship with the world 
means enmity against God? Therefore, anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world 
becomes an enemy of God.  
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It’s like Jesus saying, “anyone who puts their hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in 
the kingdom of God.” (Lk 9:62) 

Which side are you on? He is saying: Are you friends with the world or with God? 

And how should God respond to his adulterous people? to his people who have dumped him, 
who are playing with the world, who are spending on their pleasures rather than sowing peace 
and harvesting righteousness, who have become his enemies? 

There is an amazing reassurance here: 

V5 He is jealous for the Spirit he has caused to dwell in us, so he gives us more grace,  

Even if we are faithless, he remains faithful, for he cannot disown his Spirit he has placed 
in us, so he gives us more undeserved grace!   

Yes, there are two types of wisdom – maybe you know you’re attracted to the wrong type. 

Yes, friendship with the world is adultery - Maybe this has resulted for you in envy and selfish 
ambition 

Maybe you’re not really seeing the fruit of good works in your life, maybe you’re not seeing a 
harvest of righteousness spring up around you 

Maybe you do find yourself running after the things of the world, maybe you are adulterous, but 
you feel you can’t help it 

Here is the promise to you v 6 His Spirit is in you so God gives more grace. He gives grace to the 
humble. 

So how do we respond to that grace? 

15 

3. Verses 7-10 are how to respond. Verses 7-10 are the solution: Submit yourselves to 
God. Submission to God brings good fruit. 

Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Come near to God 
and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you 
double-minded. 9 Grieve,  

- There is a time to grieve – maybe that time is right now – to grieve over lost time, lost 
opportunity, lost direction, lost innocence, there is a time when God calls us to mourn 
and wail.  

God calls us by piling on the imperatives here, because he really wants us not to brush this off, 
but to humble ourselves. 

The world says, laugh it off; God says: 

Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves  



6 
 

Recognise if instead of seeking first the kingdom of God and the wisdom of God, you have 
sought the wisdom of the world, to gain the world. 

Recognise if instead of producing the fruit of righteousness, you have produced the fruit of envy 
and selfish ambition. 

Humble yourselves before the Lord, and ?... 

he will lift you up. 

He will give you grace to overcome the world 

He will give you grace to resist the devil 

He will give you grace to be peace-loving, full of mercy and good fruit.  

Humble yourselves and he will lift you up. 

17 

Video from Madagascar to finish – it shows the fruit of the wisdom of heaven flowing from 
Australian Christians. Producing a harvest of righteousness in Madagascar.  

It shows God lifting up the humble in Madagascar. 

• Video. 

Brothers and sisters,  

There are two types of wisdom 

Two types of friendship 

So Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life, by deeds 
done in the humility that comes from wisdom. 

Submit yourselves then to God, and he will lift you up. 
 

 

Eph 4:29Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for 
building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 30And do not 
grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31Get rid 
of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. 32Be 
kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. 

 

 


