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James 4:11 – 5:12 
‘THE JUDGE IS AT THE DOOR’  

 
Does Jesus return dominate your life?  
 
The Bible makes a lot of “embarrassing” claims.  
 
You know,  
 
Jesus rose from the dead 
We too will be resurrected 
That your life doesn’t belong to yourself 
The Bible’s inspired by the Holy Spirit 
 
Amongst these embarrassing claims is another.  
 
Jesus will come back.  
 
And his coming will be a day of Judgment.  
 
The world around us practically things we’re joking when we say that.  
 
If he’s coming back, where did he go to? Why can’t we see him, why haven’t we found him. Did 
he go to another dimension? I guess Christians think the multiverse is real?  
 
And he’s coming back to judge us? What right does he have to do that??  
 
And okay fine, if it turns out that he’s coming to judge our lives, and he thinks that I’m not 
worthy of him, I wouldn’t be interested in heaven anyway.  
 
Have you ever had a conversation like that? I have, and it’s pretty painful.  
 
You could save yourself the trouble, and never mention it. I’ve done that before as well.  
 
As a Christian it can be tempting to think, “look, we’ll leave this one be, and it’ll come out in the 
wash”.  
 
I don’t need to prove this, or make a fuss about it, because it will be proved in and of itself, 
when Jesus comes back.   
 
But the return of Jesus is not something a Christian can sideline like that.  
 
It has implication that reach so far into your life now, that it would radically transform every 
aspect of you life today and every day after.  
 
Jesus return doesn’t just have implications for when he comes back. It has implications now.  
 
Does Jesus return dominate your life? 
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And what are those implications if it does or doesn’t? How should it change our lives?  
 
PRAY 
 
Pick up in James 5, and I wanna show you from verse one that:  
 

1. Jesus’ return is a reality check on what really matters 
 
Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that is coming on you. 2 Your 
wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes. 3 Your gold and silver are corroded. Their 
corrosion will testify against you and eat your flesh like fire. You have hoarded wealth in the last 
days. 
 
James seems pretty down on rich people…  
 
But the next verses mean that he’s not down on wealth in and of itself, he’s down on the abuse 
of wealth.  
 
4 Look! The wages you failed to pay the workers who mowed your fields are crying out against 
you. The cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord Almighty.  
 
Familiar Old Testament language, isn’t it? God hasn’t changed.  
 
5 You have lived on earth in luxury and self-indulgence. You have fattened yourselves in the day 
of slaughter.  
 
This reminds me, on my parent’s property we would occasionally buy a cow to milk or eat, and 
would rock up to a farm to pick up a cow, and there’d be a big truck there just dumping loads of 
Arnott’s biscuits there. And cows in an absolute frenzy just lapping up tim tams. No joke. It was 
this excessive putting on of fat before the day of slaughter. The exact image James uses here,  
 
Indulgence in something you think is so good, but actually it’s preparing you for slaughter. 
 
 6 You have condemned and murdered the innocent one, who was not opposing you. 
 
And I take it the innocent one is the faithful believer.  
 
Notice that there’s no call to repentance?  
 
Notice that Peter doesn’t address these people as Brothers and Sisters? Which he does all 
through the letter, as we can see in the next verse?  
 
This is not a corrective to Christians. It’s a pronouncement of judgement on immoral 
unbelievers.  
 
I take it that the immoral unbelievers are not reading this letter.  
 
So why does he say these things if the target he’s addressing is not there to hear it?  
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And it can only mean that he’s saying these things for the benefit of those who are suffering at 
the hands of immoral unbelievers.  
 
They need to hear the true state of things, the reality of life as it actually is, so that they are 
comforted as they bear injustice and persecution.  
 
What is that reality that comforts them?  
 
That they’re living in the last days. The days leading up to Jesus’ return.  
That the day of slaughter is approaching.   
 
For some it will mean salvation, for others condemnation – which slaughter is the imagery of.  
 
The luxury and self-indulgence and immorality of the rich is not enviable. It’s horrifying, because 
they prepare themselves for slaughter.  
 
The world is like a glamorous penthouse hotel room that we wish we could afford.  
 
But the perspective of Jesus’ return and the day of judgement are like a UV light that shines 
over the room,  
and reveals the ugly truth,  
 
and assures us, comforts us, that we’re not missing out.    
 
Comfort, to not envy what the world prizes around us, prestige, power, influence, dominance  
Comfort, in God’s ultimate justice that brings everything to account, every misdeed inflicted 
Comfort, that overlays an unseen reality on the experience we have on earth. 
 
…  
 
This is what James is saying to the first century Christians who were relentlessly persecuted by 
the world around them.  
 
A world that they could belong to if they just let go of their faith in Jesus. A world that would 
embrace them, if they stopped resisting.  
 
What about us?  
 
We don’t live in a world of open persecution like the 1st century Christians did.  
 
But I’d say the world’s opposition to the Christian life is as strong as it ever has been.  
 
It may not be the overt persecution that we read of here, although I know some of you face 
that,  
but more commonly, the opposition a Christian feels, 
is to give into the constant tug to prize the same things that the world prizes.  
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We can see the appeal to so many of the things that the world offers. And they appear enviable.  
 
The appeal of the Australian dream, to have the house paid off, and a few more as investments 
so that you can secure your children’s future.  
 
To get to retirement, so you can give yourself the reward of rest, and comfort that you’ve been 
waiting for for so long.  
 
The invitation to have fun, to relax, let your guard down. Live the good life.  
 
To keep to yourself. Let people think their own thoughts, and go their own way.  
 
It may just be that you don’t aspire to rule the world, but you aspire to rule your world, and 
have your private kingdom in your own back yard.  
 
I think it’s tempting to let these things creep into our vision, and obscure a vision dominated by 
the return of Jesus.  
 
And this passage shines it’s UV light on the vision creep, and reveals all these things for what 
they are.  
 
The emptiness of wealth.  
The superficial happiness of life outside of God.  
 
More than that – it reveals that these things don’t have value if they don’t affect your eternal 
future.  
 
Do they prepare you for salvation?  
Or do they prepare you for slaughter?  
 
That’s the essential question to determine what matters. It’s not wrong to own a house, or buy 
a car, or have fun -  but does it matter? I mean truly matter.  
 
Not if it’s something that doesn’t prepare you for salvation, or prevent slaughter.  
 
If you’re here today and you’re not a Christian… slaughter does not need to be your future.  
 
You need to hear that so clearly.  
 
Because a day slaughter has already happened. The sacrificial slaughter of Jesus.  
 
A death on your behalf.  
 
God’s judgement and condemnation against your sin absorbed in himself.  
 
A day of slaughter is still coming, but those whom Jesus has been already slaughtered on behalf 
of, they won’t have to face it.  
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That’s what really matters in this life.  
 
Jesus’ return, the fact that he’s coming back and that it will be a day of Judgement means that 
the most important thing for you to do in life is to make a decision about who Jesus is to you.  
 
If you’re a Christian, don’t waste your life being dominated by things that don’t matter.  
 
Don’t pursue, like a hound on a blood scent things that are worthless. Don’t get sucked into 
envying the life outside of being a Christian.  
 
You would be envying the cow fattening itself for slaughter.  
 
But the Tim Tams are so good!  
 
No, see it for what it is, and remember that you live in the last days.  
 
James doesn’t just leave us there, like he scrambles our navigation system, and were left 
thinking, well I don’t know what to do anymore. I shouldn’t care about anything…  
 

2. Jesus’ return sets our priorities for this life 
 
7 Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, 
 
Notice that now he’s addressing Christian believers -  
 
 until the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop, 
patiently waiting for the autumn and spring rains. 8 You too, be patient and stand firm, because 
the Lord’s coming is near. 9 Don’t grumble against one another, brothers and sisters, or you will 
be judged. The Judge is standing at the door! 
 
Peter gives three directives of things we should do. Priorities for the Christian life.  
 
Be patient 
Stand firm 
And don’t grumble against each other (a temptation when you’re under pressure from 
opposition and persecution) 
 
Let’s look at those three things, and then there’s a few other things I want to pick up in there.  
 
We’re told to be patient, and stand firm. And I want to know, what does that actually look like? 
We hear this in Scripture all the time. What does it actually mean?  
 
And the illustration James gives really helps. Because we can so often think that standing firm, 
and being patient is just passive. Just sit tight and wait. And the illustration James gives might 
lead you there, it’s about waiting, the famer’s waiting -  but I don’t think that’s what it’s doing.  
 
A farmer, with a valuable crop in mind, waiting for autumn and spring rains.  
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Is he waiting for the crop, or the rains? Both.  
 
But what’s he ultimately waiting for – is it just the rains, or the valuable reward of the crop? The 
crop of course. That’s the outcome of all his work farming. If he just got rain and no crop he 
wouldn’t be in the farming business. He’s waiting for a crop.  
 
But to get there he waits for the autumn and spring rains.  
 
I couldn’t help being intrigued by this because of my horticultural background.  
 
In Palestine the Autumn and Spring rains are the beginning of planting, and the beginning of 
harvesting.  
 
Essentially they’re triggers for work.  
 
The Autumn rains come in October, and the soften the soil so it can be tilled, and planted. This 
involved so much work that farmers would live away from home for entire months, and pitch 
tents in the fields they were working in.  
 
And the Spring rains finish the crop, triggers harvest, which again, is mountains of work.   
 
Can you see, this is not a passive illustration. It’s not like a famer is just waiting for his crop.  
 
This is an illustration of being prepared, working hard. Patient yes, but not patient because 
you’re doing nothing and you’re bored, but patience because crops take a long time!  
 
I water my vegie patch all day, and it is painful watching how slow vegetables grow – I just want 
to eat them now!  
 
And likewise, life can take a long time, with work and perseverance along the way. So we need 
to stand firm, and keep our eyes fixed on the valuable reward.  
 
The Christian life is not a passive patience, and standing firm. The Christian life is one like a 
dedicated farmer.  
 
So what does that practically look like?  
 
And it’s not just good work ethic in your job – just have initiative, and be proactive, and you will 
be rewarded.  
 
This passage is about persevering in the face of opposition. For your faith. So Standing firm and 
being patient is related to working out your faith. Exercising it.  
 
So are there ministry can you join in the work with at Church?  

- You could: 
- lead a younger generation at Alive Youth?  
- teach Scripture at Northbridge Public  
- bring a Friend to Open House, or Christianity Explained 
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- step up and lead a study, or be trained to lead a Bible study 
- show warm hospitality to the stranger at church  
- serve us with music  
- meet with someone to catch up, read the Bible with, pray and encourage each other.  

 
And of course, none of this is working out your faith if it’s not nourished by the constant 
watering of God’s word, and dependent prayer.  
 
That’s what patience and standing firm looks like.  
 
These things will take time, and dedication, and will require patience.  
And by doing them, you will stand firm in the faith you have.  
 
Ministries aren’t needs that your church has. They’re opportunities for you to stand firm in your 
faith, patiently waiting for the Lords return.  
 
This has been one of the themes of James, hasn’t it?  
 
Our orthodoxy goes hand in hand with our orthopraxy.  
What we believe and what we do go hand in hand, and should not be broken.  
 
We stand firm, by doing what we believe.  
 
Do we believe Jesus is coming back again?  
Then live a life that reflects this reality, and work for the valuable reward of the Kingdom to 
come, not the kingdom of Earth.  
 
… 
 
Verse 9 tells us not to grumble against each other. I think this is so helpful, and a natural thing 
to say next.   
 
Under the pressure, the patience in hardship, the gruelling work of standing firm, it’s easy to 
grumble against each other. Don’t do it. Snap out of it.  
 
Whether you’re from the Blue Mountains, or Central Coast, Sydney or Perth, Church by the 
Bridge, St. Thomas’s or St. Marks, this side of the pews, or that side of the pews – those that 
cling to the Gospel – we’re on the same side. Let’s work together, and not grumble against each 
other. Encourage each other, work with each other, rejoice in each other’s wins.  
 
And this is like a true test of whether you’re dedicated to the work of the kingdom, or just a 
competitive work of your own kingdom against someone else’s. Don’t grumble against each 
other.  
 
Verse 9 ends by saying “the judge is standing at the door!” 
The Christian has to be reminded of this as much as anyone else.  
 
The Judge is standing at your door!  
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I’ve always thought of this as though Jesus is standing at the door of some house in heaven, 
waiting to come out. But I don’t think that’s the point of it here.  
 
I think he’s standing at YOUR door, waiting to come in and assess how you have lived your life.  
 
Peter is saying this as though we should live our lives as if Jesus is standing at our door. Which 
he is! And could come in at any moment.  
 
What is the state he will find your life in? One marked by the priorities of the world? Or one 
marked by the priorities of his kingdom.  
 
Chilling isn’t it.  
 
The Judge is at your door, and could enter any time.  
 
Which takes me back to verse 8, and this is the last thing I’ll look at before moving on.  
 
He says:  
 
8 You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near.  
 
How do think James’ readers felt when they waited their whole life thinking Jesus was about to 
return but then died before Jesus came back?  
 
I thought his coming was near!  
Near is a temporal word right – it just means about to happen. Close in time and space.  
 
But thinking about Jesus’ coming in this way doesn’t help much. We’re still waiting after all.  
 
Rather we need to think in a time framework of salvation history.  
 
With creation, and fall, and a covenant of Law, which is fulfilled in Jesus - Jesus’ death and 
resurrection inaugurate the “last days”.  
 
A time when the law is satisfied, and God’s anger against lawbreakers is escapable through the 
death of Jesus. 
 
The last days are days of salvation.  
 
And here’s the crucial point. No one knows how many those days will be, not even Jesus 
himself.  
 
He could return any day. And with his coming the days of salvation comes to a close.  
 
Black Friday is a joke. It’s been black Friday for the past week. Then Friday comes and nothings 
changes. Then Saturday Sunday come and it’s still Black Friday. Then it’s still Black Friday on 
Cyber Monday.  
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It’s like they know that they’ll eventually get you if you think the sale will end, when the trick is 
that it never does. That’s marketing for you these days. I don’t think I’ve ever seen a bottle of 
wine that isn’t 60% off. The days of sales never end.  
 
Not so with the last days. The age of Salvation will finish. The sale will end. The offer will be 
unavailable.  
 
Again, if you have not accepted Jesus as your king, if you have not escaped God’s anger through 
Jesus’ death and resurrection, the only way to enter the Kingdom of heaven – don’t miss the 
day of salvation.  
 
His coming IS near, it is close, because every stage of salvation history has been fulfilled. The last 
thing we’re waiting for is his return.  
 
Our whole lives, long or short, are lived in the nearness of Jesus’ return. Our lives are spent with 
Jesus at the door.  
 
See how the age we live in ultimately shapes our priorities. Priority to enter the Kingdom if you 
haven’t already, and priority to stand firm in the Kingdom if you already have.  
 
The last thing from this passage is a word of comfort.  
 

3. Jesus’ return means that the end is not all there is 
 
10 Brothers and sisters, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets who 
spoke in the name of the Lord. 11 As you know, we count as blessed those who have persevered. 
You have heard of Job’s perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. The 
Lord is full of compassion and mercy. 
 
Job is given to us as the quintessential example of perseverance.   
 
See what the Lord finally brought about.  
 
Job’s fortunes, a family, his health were restored to him. His faith retained. Job’s testing 
resulting in him remaining in the power and control of an almighty God, who’s full of 
compassion and mercy.   
 
This bookends the entire book of James – do we really think that we can rejoice in suffering?  
 
1:2 
2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds 
 
Is this possible?? 
 
It will come down to what you believe about God. Do you really trust that God is good – full of 
compassion and mercy, that he would even use something like suffering, persecution, and 
opposition for your good?  
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16 Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers and sisters. 17 Every good and perfect gift is from 
above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting 
shadows. 18 He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of first 
fruits of all he created. 
 
As Simon remined us at the beginning of this book. If we truly believe this – in the generous 
goodness of God – joy will never be far from us.  
 
See what the lord will finally bring about.  
 
This life is not the end, because when Jesus returns he will raise us up to a new life with him.  
 
So James finishes by saying – “we count as blessed those who have persevered”.  
 
…  
 
We can be comforted by this in the momentary suffering we face.  
 
And we can be comforted by this in a lifetime of suffering.  
 
Being ground to a stump. Expending every grain of energy you have. Clinging to the Gospel and 
living it out in some way, shape or form in the capacity God’s given you.  
 
You life could end in apparent failure.  
Like so many of the prophets. Isaiah, sawn in two, Zechariah, killed in the temple.  
 
We can be, 
 
reduced to dust,  
pummelled by the world, in our efforts to live for the Kingdom of God.  
 
We can have not a glorious death at the end of a life of victory 
A grand estate,  
a legacy.  
 
But rather finish our days in shame and derision, meek, humble, weak, unimpressive.  
 
But this wouldn’t be the final word on your life.  
 
Because of what the Lord will finally bring about.  
 
We can happily appear like fools and idiots to the world, because of the future we’re living for. 
We can throw away our lives to the work of the Lord, because it builds a kingdom that will 
endure forever.  
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Because this life isn’t all there is, because Jesus’ return means the end isn’t the end, we can live 
lives with a looser hand, and not think we have to squeeze every drop of pleasure and comfort 
and fulfillment in this life.  
 
That’s why if Jesus didn’t rise from the dead we’re to be pitied about all people – because we’ve 
thrown this life away! To live for the next.  
 
… … …  
 
I’ve been reading revelation in my quiet time. And it’s a cray book isn’t it. Dragons, beasts 
coming out of the sea, animals with eyes everywhere, the four horsemen. It can be an 
intimidating book to read, we can get lost in the detail, and attempt to find real world history 
equivalence to every piece of imagery.  
 
I’ve had two friends spend a lot of time in the book recently. For one guy, it’s just his favourite 
book, and he reads it a lot. For the other guy, he’s been reading it with his 12yo son.  
 
They both said similar things to me. One from a sophisticated intellectual. And one passed on 
from a 12yo.  
 
At it’s very basis, Revelation is a book of comfort for Christians living in the last days. It’s core 
message is that the Lamb is victorious. Or as my friends 12 year old son said, “Jesus always 
wins”.  
 
It’s a reality that comforts those waiting for the return of Jesus in a world that rejects, ignores, 
or is hostile to Jesus and his followers.  
 
We don’t have to fear the threat and rejection, alienation, or opposition from the world around 
us, because we have the comfort of knowing Jesus is victorious, and is coming again soon.  
 
So revelation ends with this in 22:20: 
 
20 He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Jesus return dominated the minds of 1st century Christians, and the more you look it dominates 
the New Testament, because Christianity was born in a world of hostility towards it. Christians 
were regarded as the atheists of the world, because they rejected the pantheon.  
 
Plagues and famines and fires were blamed on Christians, because they no longer worshiped the 
pagan Gods that would protect people from these things.  
 
So the comfort of Jesus return saturated their lives. It spurred them on to live for God’s 
kingdom, even if they were treated as the scum of the earth for it. Because it was worth it 
because Jesus is victorious, and is coming back.  
 
I can feel the heat of opposition rising today – but by and large, we live in an age of comfort, 
don’t we.  
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Christians aren’t even the poor persecuted by the rich.  
 
These days, in the western world at least, the Christians are the rich.  
 
And for many of us the worst persecution we face is the social slight, the subtle rejection. Our 
lives definitely aren’t on the line.  
 
And how dangerous this is.  
 
What’s more dangerous 
Wanting what you don’t have, relief, comfort, rest, fulfillment, satisfaction and safety, and 
needing to be reminded of the future, and the unseen reality of Jesus’ return when we will have 
these things in full. 
 
OR 
 
Having everything, living without needs, being able to gratify all your desires, to put the pool in, 
to extend the house, to buy the car, to send kids to top schools, to have a successful career,  
 
and needing to be reminded that these things aren’t it. That this life isn’t all there is, and that 
there is a far greater and better kingdom to come.   
 
That’s a more dangerous place to be isn’t it. It tempts us to think that living for this world isn’t 
all bad.  
 
And there’s a ring of truth to that isn’t there – Ecclesiastes – if you can enjoy the gifts God gives, 
if God’s given you that ability, great – enjoy them. But don’t live for them. They’re meaningless, 
even if they’re good and from God. Meaningless.  
 
What matters, and becomes even clearer this side of the cross, is where you stand with God, 
and if you belong to the kingdom to come, or not.  
 
Does Jesus’ return dominates your life as much as it could?  
 
I know without a shade of doubt that it could dominate my life more.  
 
This sermon is as much for me as it is for you.  
 
Be comforted that the end is not all the is, and that you’re free to live for Jesus and the Kingdom 
to come. You can pour your investments, effort, time and energy into a life lived like this, and 
not a grain of it would be wasted.  
 
“Yes, I am coming soon.” 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
PRAY 
 


