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SERMON OUTLINE – 26 FEBRUARY 
 

CHALLENGING JESUS 
MATTHEW 22 

 
Picture a car parking outside the church building. A woman gets out, and looking into the 
car says, ‘I’m not going to have this conversation with you right now!’ Then the husband 
gets out of the car, and they wrangle their children into church. 
 
Have you walked into the middle of a conversation? It’s awkward at the best of times. 
What about a spirited conversation? Even more intense! 
 
We’ve just walked into the middle of a conversation in Matthew’s Gospel. Now this 
conversation started in the previous chapter. Craig took us through the first half of 
chapter 21 last Sunday. And I’m glad he stopped where he did, or else he would’ve 
walked away in the middle of this conversation! 
 
And if you turn the page, you’ll see that this conversation ends at the end of chapter 23. 
But I won’t preach that far as time won’t allow us, and for Pat, who’s meant to be 
preaching it next Sunday! Although it’s worth reading this conversation in one go to get 
what’s happening. 
 
And what’s happening? The Jewish leaders of the day are chatting with Jesus. But it’s 
no ordinary chat! Jesus has arrived in Jerusalem. The way God’s chosen king was 
expected to. Gentle and lowly and on a donkey, as the Scriptures say. But then, 
something happened! Jesus cleared out the temple courts because the leadership was 
doing its own thing. 
Many would’ve thought, ‘How unexpected is that!’ Even though the Scriptures in Malachi 
chapter 3 testifies that the Lord will come to his temple in judgement. 
 
That’s why the leaders confront Jesus in Matthew chapter 21, verse 23. They’re 
compelled to ask him by what authority had he done these things. But their response to 
his actions in the temple is about more than asking him why he did those things. There’s 
a bigger concern playing out. They’re challenging his right to challenge them. After all, 
they’re in charge of the temple and God’s people: ‘Here is this nobody from this 
backwater town challenging our authority to rule God’s people! What place has this 
bloke got to challenge us? Who’s really in charge here! 
 
In this conversation we see the leaders challenging Jesus. But I hope you can see that 
at every point, with every new story or question, we see with stunning speed and gentle 
commitment to the truth, Jesus challenges their authority to do what they’re doing with 
the temple and God’s people. With the word, he speaks as one who has authority over 
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them. The one who is truly in charge. And that those who respond to him are the true 
people of God, part of his kingdom that’s drawing nearer. 
 
Today, we’ll enter this conversation halfway, and look at chapter 22 with these points: 
 

1) The King’s Invitation (22:1-14) 
2) The Leaders Reply (22:15-46) 

 
 
PRAY 
 
 
Thank you Father for making yourself known to us, showing us the way of salvation 
through faith in your Son. We ask you now to teach us through your word, so that we 
may be ready to serve you, for the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
 
1. The King’s Invitation (22:1-14) 
 
At last, it’s here! After a few years of waiting, I finally got the invitation to go on this study 
trip to Israel! What a treat! 
 
I’m sure you’ve received an invitation to a special event like a study trip, or perhaps 
more likely a birthday party or wedding reception? 
 
This is what we see at the start of chapter 22. Jesus shares a third and final story for the 
leaders. This time about a king’s wedding feast. If the first focused on the way of 
righteousness, and the second on the rulers’ rejection of God’s messengers, this one is 
about the nature of God’s message, and so it’s a serious thing to reject. 
 
Look with me from verse 2. A king prepares a wedding reception for his son. It was the 
custom in that culture to send out an advance invitation, which had been accepted, and 
a messenger to say the meal was ready.  
  
In verse 3 we see the king sent out servants. But something strange happened. Those 
invited refused to come to the meal. What does the king do? In verse 4 he sent out more 
servants, saying the dinner was ready! He gives them a sense of urgency, mentioning 
the animals are cooked, so the time to come is now! But what do the invitees do? In 
verse 5 we hear they paid no attention! 
 
Now, I don’t know about you, but this is not the kind of invitation you refuse. And this is 
the heart of the issue: they didn’t realise the seriousness of this invitation. They treated 
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the king’s invitation to the wedding reception for his son with contempt. That’s the heir, 
who will one day be their king! 
 
Now let’s step back and feel the weight of what this invitation is pointing to. And it’s not 
even about the wedding reception of a king’s son. This is the delightful call to the 
kingdom of heaven! Jesus has already spoken of himself as a bridegroom in Matthew 
chapter 9, verse 15. And God’s future salvation had being pictured as a great feast with 
God on his holy mountain in Isaiah chapter 25, verses 6-8. When he would swallow up 
death forever, and the shadow of death that covered the nations of the world would be 
removed. 
 
Now some think they have a good excuse to refuse this wonderful invitation. In verse 6, 
they went to their fields and worked as normal. They thought the ordinary throws of life 
mattered more and carried more meaning and significance to this. Still others abused 
the servants, as in the previous story. What did the king do? In verse 7, the king is rightly 
angry and destroys their city. Hang on! Isn’t that extreme? Remember who Jesus is 
talking to. The leaders of the day. Israel’s refusal through its leaders to respond to God’s 
call in Jesus would lead to the destruction of Jerusalem. That is made clear in the next 
two chapters. 
 
Heading back into the story, the king is still committed to his son’s wedding reception. In 
verse 9 and 10 he sent out his servants onto the streets to invite anyone they found. 
Now the newcomers are an unlikely group of both good and bad. But in the end the 
wedding hall was filled with guests. 
But that’s not the end of the story. The leaders of the day get a glimpse of the kingdom 
of heaven before it arrives. And the seriousness of the celebration still needs to be front 
and centre of mind. That’s because in verses 11-13, a wedding guest is poorly dressed 
and is thrown out. Now as Jesus talks about this person, he seems to move out of this 
story and into reality, using the language of God’s judgment. 
 
Then the point of the story comes in verse 14. Many are invited to the heavenly kingdom 
of God, but few are chosen to be part of God’s kingdom. Now if the people of Israel and 
especially their leaders rejoiced at their calling, that they had God’s long-term promises 
starting with Abraham to count on for entry, Jesus was saying that this is not good 
enough. That there would be an Israel within Israel. A number who were chosen, who 
God would see through to the end when his kingdom arrives in all its fullness. 
 
This lesson was meant to motivate his hearers to consider whether they were in this 
group or would like to join this group. And from what we learn from the last two stories, 
belonging to this group was dependant on whether they would trust in the heavenly 
nature of John’s ministry and Jesus, to enter the kingdom they had both been 
proclaiming. Make no mistake, the refusal to believe in John’s ministry and now Jesus, is 
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pictured here as a failure to respond to the call of God’s kingdom feast in all its 
splendour. For those who make this choice, there is sadly only judgment ahead.   
 
I remember turning up to a party in my youth. This was different than the rest because I 
hadn’t received an invite. But I was with friends, what’s the harm in that? Although, I 
hoped I wouldn’t see the host! The host saw me eventually. I got a look. But then she 
past me by. I took that to mean I was allowed to stay. But this is not what it’ll be like 
when the kingdom of heaven comes in all its fullness. 
 
God’s call to Israel back then is the same for us today. God has returned to bring about 
his just judgment on human sin. That means there is still time to heed his call, take up 
his invitation, and trust in Jesus as the king of God’s kingdom. He’s the one he’s put in 
charge for eternity. 
 
Do you take God’s kingdom call seriously? 
 
For those who have, I’m stoked. And those who have taken it up already are delighted 
too. You’re part of God’s family for eternity! You’ve decided to be challenged by Jesus. 
You trust that the only way into God’s kingdom is through him and no-one else. 
 
But what about the rest of you? After hearing this story, do you want to heed God’s call 
and join his family for eternity? Now you might like the idea of ruling your own life and 
trying to get away from God? But God’s plans will come to pass. There are two options. 
Being with God for eternity or face eternity away from experiencing God’s loving 
kindness. The only way into God’s kingdom is through his Son and no-one else. I urge 
you to be challenged by Jesus here. Trust in Jesus as God’s chosen king of the world, 
and lay down your crown so to speak, as God has made that clear for us all. If you do, 
you’ll look forward to God’s kingdom that is drawing nearer every day. 
 
2. The Leaders Reply (22:15-46) 
 
I remember missing the RSVP date for my uncle’s 60th birthday. I eventually confirmed 
my attendance, but my aunty wasn’t impressed! 
 
Have you ever not accepted an invitation, and it backfired? It’s not good! Your 
relationship with the person might go sour! 
 
This is what we see taking place next. When the leaders reply to Jesus. Here we see 
three questions from the leaders that show their growing hostility toward Jesus, with a 
sneaky question at the end from Jesus. They want him to slip up so that they can 
arrested him and silence him. But it’s important to note that Jesus counters them with 
answers that show his authority as God’s king. 
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The Herodians try to trap him first. In verse 17 we see that they ask him about Roman 
taxation. Now this was a polarising issue. To support it meant you were unpatriotic and 
to oppose it would land him in trouble with Rome. 
 
In verse 19 he shows them up as hypocrites. No patriotic Jew should’ve been carrying 
this coin! The coin had Caesar’s image on it, together with the probable inscription giving 
him the title, ‘Son of God’. This is where Jesus turns their trap around. He implies in 
verse 21 that they should give to Caesar the things that bears his image and give to God 
the things that bears his image. Now what bears Caesar’s image is his own coin. But 
what bears God’s image? All mankind! Us! 
 
At this, Jesus distanced himself from the Zealot position and taught that loyalty to a 
pagan government was not incompatible with loyalty to God. More importantly, he 
implies the extent of the difference between Caesar and God. They both had their place. 
But God is meant to be worshipped and adored more than a human king like Caesar! 
We should give the Creator and Judge of the universe first place in our lives, rather than 
the scraps, or merely turning to him when we need a leg-up in life to do things our way. 
This was yet another example of how the leaders had a minimalist view of God. He’s in 
charge! But they weren’t living as if he was in charge!  
 
Does God have the place that he deserves in your life? There are others to take notice 
of. But most of all he’s the one in charge of your life. We’re meant to give God what is 
God’s, that is, our whole life! I urge you to devote your life to God and his kingdom to 
come, knowing he’s the one who is truly in charge of your life. 
 
The second test comes in verse 23. It’s from the Sadducees who say there is no 
resurrection. This is an important detail that impacts their question. In verses 24-28, 
there question, based on Deuteronomy chapter 25, verses 5 and 6, was not a serious 
enquiry about marriage but an attempt to poke fun at the idea of resurrection. In verse 
29, Jesus answers them by pointing out two errors. The first in verse 30 is that they do 
not understand the Scriptures. In fact, they considered the Law, that is, the first five 
books of the Bible, and ignored the Prophets, possibly thinking that the resurrection of 
the dead was only taught by prophets and not by the Law. 
 
More importantly, in verse 31, Jesus pointed out they didn’t believe their own scriptures 
because the resurrection is found there. Jesus quotes Exodus chapter 3, verse 6 and 
points out that God spoke of their forefathers as if they were still alive, although they 
were long dead. This shows that God’s promises did not cease at death. In fact, God 
raises the dead! In Hebrews chapter 11, verses 17-19 we know that Abraham knew this, 
especially in relation to his near-death experience with Isaac. But on the death of Sarah 
as well, when he made a grave site for her, to remember that she would rise again. As 
God’s people, we grieve with hope, remember that!  
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The second error was that they didn’t get the sheer power of God. God gives life and he 
takes it away, thus he’s able to raise the dead. In spite of this difficult case, God was 
committed to raising the dead. God’s kingdom will come, but not before he raises the 
dead.  
 
Now life after death is a big claim to make. It’s easy to doubt that God would promise 
this, let alone have the power to see it through because who sees people come back to 
life? But when it comes to the God of heaven and earth, the truth of the resurrection 
might be whacky, but it’s not wonky. God gives life, he takes it away. It makes sense 
that he can raise it up again. In fact, he’s shown that throughout history as recorded in 
the Bible. Here, we’re meant to take away that God is the God of the living. God’s 
promises aren’t frustrated by death. So the appropriate response to this wonderful reality 
is to put your trust in God, through his son, Jesus, who came to die and rise again so 
that we can be in a right relationship with God and look forward to life with him forever, 
just like Abraham. 
 
We need to respond rightly to the challenge of allowing Jesus to be in charge and not 
us. Devoting our life to him and his kingdom as it draws nearer.  
 
In verse 34, the third test came from a Pharisee. He asked an important question and 
Jesus gave him an answer. But it was still a test, and a sloppy answer would open Jesus 
up to a charge of trying to abolish parts of the law. Now both Deuteronomy chapter 6, 
verse 5 and Leviticus chapter 19, verse 18 were often quoted by Pharisees in 
discussion. But to bring them together in verses 37-40 as a summary of the law and 
prophets was brilliant! This could only come from a teacher who knew their way around 
God’s word. Focusing on both halves of the Ten Commandments, duty to God and duty 
to our neighbours, offers a foundation of what God desires from us. And by summing up 
that duty as love, it goes beyond the specific requirements of the law to the God-like 
attitude that God desires, more than anything.  
 
The Law of God was important for the life of a Jew. The mention of giving God your all 
three times still teaches us that showing love has a wide scope. It requires complete 
devotion from us in thought, word, and deed. And, as such, it’s an acknowledgment that 
God’s in charge. 
 
Does God have your whole life? It seems like a pretty big thing to ask, and it is! But God 
can do this, and he challenges us to put him in charge. God desires that we follow him 
wholeheartedly. 
 
Can you see that no response was given by the lawyer? But Matthew moves on to what 
Jesus says next. The leadership had tried to trap Jesus in his words but failed. And to 
the end, Jesus showed that he could not only answer questions but teach them about 
God with authority. 
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In verse 41 and 42, Jesus asks the Pharisees whether the ‘Son of David’ is a proper title 
for Messiah or God’s chosen king. This seems like a strange question but it’s important. 
Jesus had been called ‘Son of David’ on his way into Jerusalem and on his arrival, so 
his own identity was at stake. His follow-up questions in verses 43-45 show that he felt 
their belief that the Messiah would be the ‘Son of David’ was true but inadequate. The 
point of his questioning is that God’s chosen king is more than merely a son of David. 
He got them thinking further about Psalm 110, verse 1, and he pointed out that God’s 
chosen king is the ‘Son of David’ but he’s also David’s Lord! 
 
Psalm 110, verse 1 is used later in Matthew chapter 26, verse 64 by Jesus to claim a 
cosmic authority far above any human king who fight battles in traditional human ways. 
This was to show the great authority Jesus had and the amazing way he would fight for 
his people. Not with weapons of war. But with nails driven through his hands. 
 
It just goes to show that you can’t box God in! In fact, God wants you to trust in Jesus as 
the Lord of all! The leaders underestimated Jesus. And when this happened, they 
thought they could match him. They even questioned his identity as God’s chosen king. 
But he was not a king like David on his throne in Jerusalem. He is matchless, in that, he 
had superhuman authority. His rule extends as far as the eye can see, and everywhere 
else! He is the cosmic king, who now sits on his throne forever, at his Father’s right 
hand. This is the real Jesus. He’s the one who is truly in charge. 
 
Jesus is in charge! 
 
Dear friends, today we’ve explored ‘The King’s Invitation’ and ‘The Leaders Reply’. 
 
This clearly showed how great Jesus is, and how wayward the leaders were at getting 
him right. Rather than challenging his authority to rule over them, they should’ve allowed 
him to challenge their perceptions of him and themselves.  
 
Do you challenge Jesus’ authority to rule over your life like the leaders did? This 
passage urges us to allow him to challenge us, as the one who is truly in charge. 
 
 
PRAY 
Heavenly Father, we thank you for your word today, that showed us just how much we 
need Jesus to save us from ourselves. May we not deceive ourselves into thinking that 
we can rule the world without you. Help us trust that Jesus is our heavenly king and 
allow him to challenge us as the one who is truly in charge. Amen.  
 


